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EDITORIAL

NEHRU'S ROLE IN THE UNO
NE\VSPAPERS and commentators have already ex-

pressed themselves on the upshot of Nehru's role in
the secent Assembly sessions. Khrushchov's dramatic
presence in Lake Success (in despite of American hostility
to his presence again on American soil aficr his insults
to Eisenhower at Paris) induced MacMillan to atiend the
sessions. Eisenhower too attended in order to clanfy
American policy on outstanding issues, particularly on the
Congs and on disarmament,

The heads of neutral States were present as a body
of whom Nehru was clearly the leader.

Nehru's opening speech on the world situation and the
great and noble role that the UNO has 1o play in realising
world peace was pitched in a charzcteristically exalted
and philosophic key breathing the “Above the Baule”
attitude of an Elder Stateman. It was rightly applauded.
Nehru excels in the expression of noble sentiments from a
wide historical and ethical point of view. It is when the
time comes for action that he reveals his feet of clay—a
fatal blind spot to reality.

The British used to accuse Mahatma Gandhi also with
the same fateful drawback of being out of touch with hi-
torical reality and humas nature in the political sctling
of the siruggle for existence and the survival of the Sttest
among nations.

In spite of his claim for special knewledge of world
conditions, Nehru s clearly dehcient both m comiuency
and clear recogmtion of reahnes. lle is unaware o
what extent his own professedly exaliad and scltiess polis
cies are interpreted by-clear siwhied obeervers in a mundane
sense inconsistemt with i professed principles.  For jns-
tance, Nehiu's pro-Arab palicy as contensted with hae cold
shouldering of lerael is scen as an instance of appeaving
the more numerous and powerful group of Arabs 1n the
detrimet of the smaller nation!  Nehry anks Western
natioss to eschew fear but in this case he is animatecd by
the fear of oftenchng Arab peoples!

Nehru is also scen as appeasing Russia and Chiny to
the detriment of Western interests out of & fear of their
possible hostility on the Inchan. border. China has already
given substantial reason far Incha 1o be afraid.  But instead
of writing Chinsese goodwill off. he in still hoping to hali
her ill-will and aggression by arguing for her seatmy in the
UNOI

He is seen to be not strictly neutral but more than nevteal
n favour of Russia and its blac!

It is this second aspect of Nehru's weakness that came
out in his spomsoring of the neutral nations’ resolution for
the renewal of coniacts between Khimhchov and [ivens
hower.

The editor of the Eastern Fconomist notes the duuble
unreality of the situation underiying the neutralist nations’



resolution. One was that of Nehru who should have
. kiown the strength of feeling against an - Eisenhower-
Khrushchov meeting without comrecling the emotional
situation created by the Pans debacle and the stream of
Khrushchovian insults since then. Eisenhower had aiready
declared that he would not meet the Russian Bear with-
out preparation through diplomatic channels. The Russian
was bent on meeting him through breaking his Will by pres-
sure of neutralist and pro-Russian voling strength in the
Assembly! Khrushchov succeeded in persuading the nevt-
ral nations’ leaders—Tito, Soekarno, Nasser, Nkruma and
Nehru to move a resolution asking Eisenhower to meet
him! It was clearly a Khrushchov move in the tactics of
the cold war. Talking incessantly against the cold war.

Nehru yet could not see that he was made a cat’s paw by -

Khrushchov to draw the chestnuts out of the fire for him!
In this Nehru was clearly more neutral in favour of
Khrushchev than in favour of the Western world! He
did not say a word about the suppression of civil liberties
in Khrushchov's iron empire while he joined Russia in
demanding the “immediate” liquidation of Western empires
or colonies, The West is dispossessing itself of its colonial
heritage pretty fast—in fact faster than is good for the
ex-colonies and the world at large——witness the Congo
debacle and tragedy.

The West could not but scotch the Nehru Resolution
which was only im form neutral but in effect was anti-W est.
Nehru went out of his way to give a certificate for com-
munist empires saying that the satellites are not strictly
1o be regarded as colonial territories! This was totally
uncalled for. while being notoriously false, Witness Tibet
and Hungary, not to speak of the older annexations in the
Baltic:—Lituania, Estonia and Latvia on whom genocide

by Russia has been charged!

Nehru's petulant outbrust against the Australian statesman
who urged an amendment was characteristic of the man in
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his dealings with the AICC and Lok Sabha in India but
brought his prestige down in the international assembly.

The second unreality that the Eastern Economist editor
has in mind is that of the Western Powers who opposed:
the neutral nations’ resolution in not paying sufficient respecy
to the opinion of uncommitted  natigns. Uncommitted
nations are becoming increasingly im 'nv-,munbus of
the UNO by reason of the rapid decolomaMation poiicy
of the holding Powers, who are immediately admined 1o
membership of the world organisation, In fact, Tito,
Nasser and Soekarno even formally suggested to Nehru that
he should head a neutralist_bloc in the UNO to. act as
counter-weight against the cold war blocs. Khrushchov
favoured the proposal and made it a part of his suggestion
for three Secretaries for the UNO in place of the present
Secretary General—one each for the West, for the Russian
bloc and for the newly to be recognised neutralist bloe
or group.

It is Jucky that Nehru refused to fall in with the idea
and expressed himself against the proposal of three secreta-
ries on the ground of its evident impracticability.

With regard to the Congo, Nehru’s attitude was reason-
able in that he supported the idea of allowing the parlia-
ment to function and form a new government with which
the UNO could deal. There is no other way short of
conquering the Congo by the UNO in a straightforward
way like the old imperialists, for chaos has overtaken the
new state, with rivals thwarting each other and allowing
no one to function as the legal representative of the Statel

But on the whole it would be well if Nehru realises that
there are limits to what the Great Nations will take from
him m the matter of advice for world peace and global
war threat.

INDO-PAKISTAN CANAL WATERS
AGREEMENT

At long last, after a negotiation with the mediation
of the World Bank for eight years, off and on, this dispute
between India and Pakistan about sharing the waters of
the Indus and its trbutaries has been settled. Nebru
went to Pakistan on a four-day visit to sign the treaty.
His actual presence in Pakistan was not strictly necessary,
as he pointed out but he hoped 10 ease the tension by
this gesture of a friendly visit, which was eagerly anti
cipated by General Ayub Khan and worked for by his
envoy in India supported by Rajeswar Dayal, then our
envoy in Pakistan.

As usual the agreement is on the whole unfavourable to
India who has to accept it as a matter of concession by
the Elder Brother. Even sources generally friendly 10
Pakistan among journalists and others in India have ex-
pressed themselves in criticism of the surrender of Indian
interests so completely.

For one thing, India has the right to only 20 per cent
of the total waters available in the Indus Valley while
80 per cent has been reserved for Pakistan. This imposes
unjust limits on India’s use of the rivers that flow in her
own territory! We can use only token extents of the
waters of Chenab, Jhelum and Indus that flow through
Keshmir before they enter Pakistan. This is as good as
surrendering sovereign rights over Kashmir rivers.



The President now talks of having engineers suationed
on the upper reachers of his rivers in their Nashmir
terrain to see that India keeps her word! From ol
employees to military to defend them in emergencies (which
can afways be created) is a short step! How completely
jgnorant and innocent of military tactics and political
bargaimng skill our Prime Minister has been in such nego-
tiations! So it was with regard to the Naga demands.

Even with regard to the three nvers supposed to be
allotted entirely to India—the Ravi, Beas and Sutlej,
India has agreed not to use her full quota for ten years
(with a further grace period of three years) to give tine
for Pakistan to build alternative canals in her own arcas
to replace the waters she js now receiving from headworks
in India upstream. This prevenls us from irrigating the
semi-desert lands of Rajasthan, a vast part of which couid
be converted into a garden if our plans go through. Rajas-
than has now to wait ten or possibly thirteen years! Such
a wait should not have been agreed to. It sacrfices Indian
interests in a vital manner, Pakistan has in these years
already built a large part of the replacement canals! h
should have been examined and only as much of the
waters as were still to be replaced could have been allowed
to Pakistan for three or similar shert period to enable
Pakistan to complete her canal system. Negotiators usuaily
keep experts equipped with the facts of the situation near
them while engaged at the council table with representatives
of other nations. But our herc-Prime Minister disdains
such aid from knowledgeable experis and relies on his
own intuitions which are more often animated by unthinking
generosity to the hostile foreigner than by devotion to the
interests of his own people and country. This has been a
disastrous trait in our Leader for which India is paying
heavily year after year.

The World Bank has placed the Indian treaty in a large
context of a grandiose river valley development scheme for
Pakistan that contemplates the whole of the Indus Basin
with canal systems and multi-pupase projects for electricity.
flood control and agricultural development. The whole
scheme was thought of by Mr. David Lilienthal the fiest
President of the Amencan Tenessee Valley Project. It
is estimated to cost Rs. 350 crores of which India is
made to contribute Rs. 83.50 crores, the rest being ad-
vanced to Pakistan from Western countries: Britain,
Germany, Canada and the USA.

The question inevitably arises as to why India should
make any contribution at all? She has been allotted less
than the legitimate share that should sccrue to her by
reason of geography and the boundary line between India
and Pakistan. Originally the sum envisaged was Rs. 50
crores, then it rose to Rs. 60 crores but at the last moment
as so often, Pakistan made a fresh demand for greater
sums and Nehru yielded on the eve of going to Pakistan
o the figure of Rs. 83.50 crores! Why and on what
basis? That of being the Elder Brother?

Another onerous stipulation is that India should pay
cash and should not adjust this amount against the large
sums in the neighbourhood of Rs. 300 crores owed to us
in respect of the share in public debt that India had taken
over generously in 1947 1o allow time for the new State
to settle down. Not a pie of this has been paid 30 far!
And India has not been able to obtain any payment for the

large amount of evacuce property amounting, (making all
sorts of allowances and permitting transiers of property at
the instance o! Abul Nalam Azad and other Musim high-
ups) to Rs. 500 croves! Sinctly speaking the balance of
Incdan property afier adjusiing Mushm property claims
amounts to thousands of crores:——Some well informed
persons put it at Rs. 3000 crores since most of the Pro-
perty in West Pakistan from Lahore to Peshawar and
down to Karachi was owned by Hindusl Byt India has
lcctpled some figure based on no reasonable data (except
Ehc desite 1o appease) for a settlement (which is so clusive)
in the neighbourhood of Rs. 500-: And even out of
this not a pie has been received and is not likely 1o be
received 50 long as the Nehru Government continues in power
with its appeasement mentality and weakness in bargaining.

The Commentator in The Easiern Economist says that
at least payment 0 kind in cement and coal that Pakistan
needs could have been arranged. But no. the Elder
Brother should pay in sterling. even if he is himself in
exchange difficulies! This i how the Elder Brother
diplomacy works in favour of the aggressor and hostile
neighbour. The fault lies nor in them but in our govern-,
n_:enlnl representatives. who are keener on winning a reputa-
tion for noble generosity for themselves than on secuning the
interests of theic nationals!

PRESIDENT AYUB KHAN THREATENS
WAR AGAINST INDIA

No sooner was the ink on the Treaty document dry than
President Ayub Khan wok an occasion 1o threaten India
with military action for Kashmit! Speaking in the so-
called A_ud Kashmir shortly after the signing of the
Water Treaty, Ayub Khan said addressing an army con-
tingent that the Army could not stand \diy by if India
postpones indefintely a settlement of the Kashmir problem!

This is a new nole in the military dictator of Pakistan.
He had begun a policy of detente and easement of tension
since his assumption of power, He had stopped the wild
crics of fehad with which Pakistani mobs were being excite
ed by the old League politicians. He had invited Indisn
journaluts to tour Pakistan and see for themselves the
new friendliness of the people for India, He got his way
in the canal treaty and won over Nehru for a recomidera-
tion of the Kashmir problem on a basis other than iha:
of the present status quo on the Cease Fire line. In lact
Nehru seems to have offered the closure of the problem
on the basis of the Cease Fire line. Fe had no right 10 do
so. not having obiained the consent of Parliament for any
such surrender of two filths of Kashmir and Ladakh. But
Ayub wanis to use it as a jumping off ground or claiming
a larger share! Obvisusly he i3 out for the Kashmir
Valley in full! It is 10 be noted thay the general-president
has chosen the moment when Nehru was defeated in his
neutralist resslution in the UNGO Assembly for utiering his
threat, a moment of low confidence reposed in Nehru by
the Western Powens! Since he is a dictator talking
1o the Army. his threat is more serious than thowe of former
League politicians.

Nehru's reply to the effect that any dislurbance in the
status quo would duturb humsn relalions sending refugres
in distress across state borders is singularly incpt. He
should have censured Ayub for speaking in war language

November 1, 1961)



s0 woon after the friendly gesture of the Treaty settlement.
He should have said that military setilement would not
necessarily go in his favour, Indian forces not being a negli-
gible factor in such business!

Nehru should have reminded the world and Ayub that
Pakistan was an aggressor and had no standing in the
Kashmir dispute. The only thing needing to be done aow
was her withdrawal into her own borders and restare her
reputation as a decent law-abiding neighbour fit for inter-
national friendship. Such language is not to be expecled
from our Prime Minister. As many UNO observers re-
marked at the recent Assembly sessions**—Nehru is weak:
Nasser is strong.”” It may be recailed that Nasser has
scotched both the Muslim Brotherhood and the Communist
Pary of Syria and Egypt completely, whereas communists
have free play and room for treacherous deployment in
India, in spite of the traitorous stand of the pary with
regard to the Chinese invaders! An observer truly remarked
that Nehru's condemnation of the communist party is like the
quarrel between husband and wife—not 10 be taken se-
niously]  Ultimately, they will be one!

NASSER'S MOVE FOR PAN ARABISM

Nasser's move in Iraq has reached a stalemate. Presi-
dent Kassim has succeeded in neutralising both the "com-
munists and the Nasserites 10 some exient, though at
fearful cost. The Russians have been patient with him
and have even sent him military equipment in spite of their
dissatisfaction with his hostility,

So President Nasser has turned to Jordan. The recent
cxplosion killing the Prime Minister and ecight others in
the office at Amman is suspected of being sponsored by
Nasser. It was intended for the King himself but luckily
he was not on the spot at the momeni! No less a person
than Glub Pasha, British maker of the Jordan army has
wrilten in Lhe papers supportiag the theory of Nasser's com-
plicity. '

What a set of friends for Nehru the pacifist] Nasser,
Sockarno, Tito, Nkrumah who is a diciator in the making!

GROUP POLITICS WITHIN CONGRESS

At home, in Assam, the U.P., Andhra and My:ore,
the quarre! between the official and organisational wings have
reached & crisis. They are all bent sn destroying the

ministries and Nehru i fronted wi i
Cowr:! a ¢hru is confronted with the fading of

The point of principle is never considered in these intra-
Congress squabbles. The organisational party wing who
are not members of the legislatures feel left ot of the
administration and its perquisites. They are jealous of
the power of their friends in the Government. They uy
to have their way in patronage through influence, They
tire of this indirect influence very soon and begin to build
up a dissident legislature group strong enough to pas; a
vote of censure, even on flimsy grounds if no valid reasons
are forthcoming. They speak of “broadening™ the ministry
if they are not likely to be able to oust the Chief Minister!

The need for steady government is ignored altogether,
It is all a question of ““sharing the spoils’ and since it is not
possible to give a Ministership to every member of the
Congress Pradesh Committee and members of the legislature,
:he ]quarrel becomes distressing and sinks below decent
evels, ’

The principle is that the parliamentary members of the
ruling party ought to have superior status in the governance
of the country vis a wis the unofficial membats. For the
parliamentary members have been returned in the elections
from the cleciorales who are sovereign in a democracy.

The party has the functions only of choosing the govern-
ing group and supervising its implementation-of poliey. M
has ne right of governing by itself.

The dissidents should therefore be firmly told to cease
their squabbles and confine themselves only to supervision.
Once elected, the party leader in parliament should be
allowed to choose his cabinet and to rule the Siale in
consultation with the legislature undisturbed for the full elec-
toral period of five years.

The Congress High Command has anly stultified itself
by neglecting such principles and trymg to seitle each
problem in the light of expediency and personality influence!
There is no salvation for such a body m a democracy:—
Congress is continuing only because there is no alternative
body 16 whom the people could transfer power in the next
elections, unless the Swatantra party succeeds in building
iteelf up on an All-India scale meantime in a coavincing
manner,

—i0t—

The Role O_F Ideas In Politics

By M. A. Venkata Rao

HE pen is mightier than the sword. This adage is

being illusteated in several spheres of life today in
the world and particularly in our country. The idea of
the sovereignty of the people as the basis and justification
of democracy in particular is being enacted in politics
before our very eyes,
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Many of the sources of trouble in current politics is dus
to the prevalence of notions only imperfectly understood
and applied hastily in garbled forms to justify partisan inte-
rests. This is an age of propaganda. Half truths with
an aura of authority derived from some popular leader
or author, Hitler or Nictzche, Nehru or Gandhi are riding



rough-shod over our lives creating havoc
well-nigh uncontroliable.

The ides of linguistic States with the slogan of “one
State for one language™ is one such uprooting idea derived
from the authority of the Gandhian Congress that is appa-
rently going out of control. The hope of government of
confining the idea to Andhra on the ground of simplicity
and agreement as between Andhras and Temils has been
signally belied. The Maharashtriyans and Gujaratis o0k
up the cry and succeeded after three years of fierce agita-
tion in achieving two unilingual States m place of the «ld
integral State of Bombay, The Congress found that il
could not retain the allegiance of the Maharashiriyans and
Gujeratis if they did not bow t the popular demand.

This concession has been a veritable Pandora's Box in
current politics, [t has patwrally started demands for
similar linguistic States.

Vidharbha is unhappy though it has the same language
as the rest of Maharashira, k clings t» memeries of fosmer
historical identity and grestness. It shows that the lin-
guistic mantle is only a mask or pretext for independent
territorial statehood, Such a siatehood conters semi-
sovereign powers on ruling groups with vast opportunities
for exercising paironage out of state funds and of favouring
their kith and kin. Politics is notorious for the purswit of
power and the more the number of states, the greater the
chances of power for ruling groups in different arcas.

This idea of ‘one language-one province™ was accepted
long ago in the early days of the Congress movement under
Gandhi. Provinces were delimited for Congress purposes
culing across existing administravive boundaries—T amil
Nad, Andhra, Karnatak, Maharashtra, Gujera, Kerala etc.

It contains sn element of truth from a demoeratic point
of view. If people and government have one longuage,
the cooperation between them is assisted in democratic ad-
ministration. The people can follow government policies
and deeds directly which will facilitate supervision and
government's responsiveness to the people’s will,

But unfortunately India has not one language but fifteen
major languages! And if the slogan of one “jangusge:
one state’” is applied strictly. the country will have o be
divided into fifieen independent sovereign states.

Every group that has had any historical claim is pulting
up its demand for & separmic stale.

I the Mahsrashriyans and Gujeralis can have stales
of their own, the Sikhs argue that they 100 are entitled 10
one of their own. If the Maharashtrivans adduce the histo-
rical claim of having wrested politizal power from the
Moghuls and restored Indian scif-rule nver a great part
of the country, the Sikhs too refer to cheir history as buil-
ders of the historic state of the Punjab carved out of the
Moghul empire by Ranjit Singh, their supreme *‘national’
hero!  The argument is really political, territorial and
historical. But since the main justification in cutward eoa-
troversy has turned on the issuc of language as the basn
of statchood, the Sikhs are drafiing the Punjabi language
with the gurumukhi script as their shield and anchor.

If they speak only of the Punjabi language, the Hinus
of the area also claim to be Punjabis and speak the same
language, To separate their claims and obtsin exclusiveness

3

and stem to be for their state, they universalise their scripi that was confined

only to their rehigious books and want others W0 accept the
untruth that the Punjabi language and Sikh Kt wre
ntegral parts of each other and are naturally and indissos
tubly associsted with each other! This 1 rot o fact bt
the needs of argument based oa language have made the
Sikhs to confer the statws of Fact on th clawm of theurs!

If Government accept this umeal “Fact™, they canne*
resist the demand for a separate Stkh State in the Punjabs,

The acceptance in Congress of the claim of the Mushm
League that Mushms were & separate nation led 1o the
Partiton of the country in rivers of blaond w 1947,

i Acupllnce.ol an idea creales an irrespuible social farce
in favour of is realisation in acluahty, whatever the dis-
advantages that may flow from such realisation,

Iftbeideliauumdnd'mlmby leaders i & position
to influence the course of events, things will move i the
dircction of its realsation sublerraneously. T'he minds ot
the people favouring an idea gets saturated with 3. After
n time, it becomes familiar and familianity conters 1he stalus
of fact and yruth!

That Hindu widows should shave their heads and lead
a hfe of extreme austerity and not think of re-marriage
became familiat for centuries. 11 became s part of the
natursl arder of things in the Hindu imagination. Depas-
ture from old customs in this regard became well-nigh im-
possible and even yei, it retaing much of ws force in larye
tracts of Hindu socicty.

Returning to the political sphere, we have plenty of
examples of the continuing force and influence of our-dated
ideas with but a shadow of truth trasled by them,

The stock of Gandhian ideas furnish many examples
of ideas that are still plaguing us in cutrent politucs,

The linguistic state we have refereed 10 above is one
such!  “The linguistic state is sure to lead to the further
creation of states, as for the Sikhs whose Punjabi Subsh
B likely 10 be conceded. Educated people are alieady
arguing why it should not be conceded ¥» vuch an imponant
community as the Sikhs if the hosille Nagas with a populs-
tion of some four lakhs in the remote lills of Assam could
be granted a state for themselves,

The busis for the demand is & society or community with
sufficient unity (und readiness to agiiale and suffer for 1he
cause) demanding a homeland. The pasallel 10 Mushow
1 exact, Lord Passheld (Mr. Sidney Webb) as 4 mem-
ber of the Cabinet Mision was asked whethey the Mushims
were not & natien. He rephed that they were a grest
community, Nevertheless, Briish diplomacy helped the
Muslim community to achieve nationhnod with the scquiu-
tion of terntory for a homeland. The Folk or [rople
become a nation when they settle dawn on a picce of tesyi-
tory and link their desting with it through the indefimte
future.

The Nagas were a communily who will now become
2 nation with the winning of a sational homeland of thewr
own. When the Sikhs secure ther state, they will become
a nation by themscives!

So 100 the Dravidas who want sepsration from [ndia in
every way and to become an mdependenmt suveretn nation
by themselves,
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The Vidsrbha agitators have not reconciled themselves
10 merger with Maharashtra,

The Konkanis on the West Coast with a distinct lan-
guage of their own have held a conference and put forth
their demand for a state of their own.

Other hill areas in Assam have already sent i their
memorandum to the Central Government for a state of
their own. in the wake of the acceptance of the Naga de-
mand for a state within the Indian Union.

We have other remnants of CGandhian ideas that are
vexing current administration. Prohibition is a Gandhian
heritage. It is no doubt good if people do not drink into-
xicating liquor, But the question is whether the slafe is the
proper agency to cure them of the deplorable habit. Pro-
hibition in the United States of America passed into law in
a period of exalled war-time emotion soon proved impracti-
cable. People defied it in many ways. An act does not
become a crime just by governmental edict. It is a part
of popular morality which is a matter of customary in-
hentance crystallised through the course of centuries. It
<annot be changed overnight by official decree.

That is also our experience since independence. The
Governmemt has lost huge revenues while the illict liquor
trade flourishes on the sly and has introduced a great deal
of corruption into the enforcing officialdom.

Drinking or not drinking is a personal act within the
liberty of the individual citizen. The state has no business
to interfere in this province of individual life. The fact
that excessive drink has a bad effect on characler and
lowers the efficiency of the person indulging in it is a
matter pertaining to the private aspect of life. It may be
a matter for persuasion by social leaders and religious insti-
tutions. But the state would be going out of its legitimate
bounds if it tries 1o determine what a citizen should not
drink. But the individual has no right to damage the
interests of others by such drink. A soldier on duty or
sentinel on guard would be guilty of an offence if they
were found drunk to the point of becoming unable to dis-
charge their duties in such positions and at such times.
Motor or aeroplane drivers too would come under such
a principle,

Also, no one has a right to behave in a disorderly fashion
in public places owing to too much of liquor in them.
Recently a batch of Olympic players 1an amuck under
the influence of drink at Madras aerodrome and one of
them carried the unwilling airhostess in a wild dance round
the areal Persons under drink may do worse. They
should be liable not for drinking as such but for drunken-
ness and disorderly and unseemly behaviour.

There is great need for rethinking on the social and
individual, legal and private aspects of the current prohi-
bition laws, They empower the police to approach any
man or woman and smell his or her mouth for liquor and
imprison them pending tnial! Such powers in the hands of
!he police gentry have led to much high-handedness and
invasion of personal rights causing much hurt and indi-
#nity 1o inviduals. But 30 long as the Gandhian half-idea
is not amalysed in terms of right and law, the abuses will
continue. The prerent attitude of the authorities is one of
helpless submission to the Gandhian idea out of a cow-
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wardly fear of popular displeasure. The abolition of the
law might cost thousands of voters from the ignorant masses)

The case with khadi is similar! The Government of
India spends crores of rupees on the fad of khadi out of
fear of the masses who associate it with Gandhi’s benevo-
Jence for the poor man, There might have been some case
for khadi during foreign rule when national leaders had
no power Lo creale a network of village or rural industries
and find employment for the unemployed. It is true that
villagers are largely idle during the dry season and even
the few coppers they can earn through spinning yarn qll
day are not negligible, Old and inhArm persons and chil-
dren could also add to the family income for the day
which in all might amount to four annas, which is something
to the villager. But today with full sovereign power in
their hands and spending thousands of crores in Five Year
Plans, it is a ridiculous atavism to continuc to patronise
khadi out of state funds. It would be interesting to find
out what percentage of the amounts ear-marked for the
encouragement of khadi actually reaches the village spinner
and what percentage is swallowed by over-head expenses
incurred by the imposing emporiums in cities with their
fashionable window-dressing and hordes of social workers
and members of committees and advertisement charges in
papers, books, exhibition stalls, souvenirs and so on! Petrol
for official jeeps and travelling expenses are likely 1o figure
largely in such an investigation.

It is high time to demand a rational and economic justi-
fication for such prestige expenses incurred more out of
a blind adherence to Gandhian fads and out of & desire
to keep in touch with mass sentiment from the election
point of view! For the rest, it is a great waste of public
funds. Rethinking is called for in this matter as well,

For the influence of ideas over social and political life,
we need only refer to the ideas embedded in the Constitus
tion adopted by India in 1950, Its preamble proclaims

- liberty, equality, fratemnity and justice as the supreme

objectives governing the New Society to be built in India
after independence. The first three words are hified bedily
from the Declaration of the French Revolution of 1789.

These words have been guides to policy-making through-
out the subsequent period in Europe and America often
under pressure of revolution until today they constitute the
unchallenged basis of social life and government in all
countries including Asian and African newly enfanchised
nations. But too little thought has gone inte their clari-
fication on the part of our intelligentsia. This is responsible
for the fatally easy way in which the ideas of Shn Nehru
are being built inte policy and realised in governmental
action. “The socialistic pattern of society” he got passed
in Avadi in 1956 is contradictory to the basic principles
of democracy with its individual rights 1o life, liberty.
property and the pursuit of happiness. His socialism has
excused the liquidation of land property above a low eeil-
ing. It has condoned insufficient and arbitrary compensa-
tion. [t is threatening to proletarianise all peasants through
cooperative farming. Too few inicllectuals realise what
is happenning. The Industrial Policy and Five iYear Plans
are squeezing the private sector out of sxistence. It wll
pot be long before full centrallisation of the economy be-
comes a Faet, which is tantamount to communist-socialism
of the Russian variety.



The intelligentsia will be squarely responsible for the
calamity. The Planning Commission Reports embody sor
cialist ideas authoritatively and if they are nol confromed
with independent thought and opinion. they will be translated
wto Fact and individuals will lose all fiberty for which
our intellectuals will be responsible at the bar of history.

THE ROLE OF IDEAS IN POLITICS

In wedieval times in the West as well as in the Eaa,
the decisive part played by intellectuals in social leader
ship was clearly recognised. Since the determining know-
ledge in those times was largely scriptural in character,
the most important kind of intellectual then was the prest
who knew how to mediate between God and man mn accor-
dance with the holy books. But gradually the aura of
importance was extended to cover mundane affairs as well
and secular learning was also honoured.

In Europe the learned monk, iz China the mandarin and
in India the Brahmin Savant came to represent the value
of knowledge in social leadership. In time, the word veda
came to connote all branches of learning. Even the Vaiva-
sastra of Bharala was regarded as a veda!l

Today the value and importance of relevant knowledge
has been enhanced owing to the spread of secular ideslogies
like those of Marxism. Sommething like the rgidity of
orthodox religions has come to characetrise Marxist ideas
in communist circles and States recalling medieval times
with their quarrels regarding the right meaning of scripture
and their hatred and persecution of heretical thinkers and
believers,

Socialism has come to occupy the place of holy scripture

in socialist countres and lands like ours where the ruling
circle is imposing socialist dogma on the people through
Fwe Year Plan.

A clear analysis of current thought swaving avthorita-
tive groups and of the menis of alternative spstems of
reform are therefore urgently called for in Indin.  Thinkers
should explore the reach of current ideas and evaluate
them both in the light of first principles stemming from
a _Im?wledge of humaa and phywical nature and of second
principles involved in the application of such ideas 1o cutrent
situahions,

The theories stated in the Planming Commission's Ree
ports as background for socialist proposals such as the neces-
sity 1o abolish disparities of income, to hawdate mediators
in land holding. the efficacy of cooperalive joint farming,
the need for umform holdings of about 25 acres for all
farmers in the first instance, the necewity for enlarping the
public sector until full centrallisation is achieved, the theory
that such centrallisation is absolutely essential for achieving
full industrialisation and full employment, the inquity of
profits, the neced for priority for heavy industries in induse
trinhsation, the need for sacrifing the present generation for
the sake of prosperity in the future. the nced for vegimen-
tation in the last resort for achieving plenty etc. etc.—are
all staring the Indian intcllectual in the face, Fle ha
not yet made a resolute and thorough-going attempt 1o
cvaluate thin body of authoritotive ideas. It is his duty
to society to do s0. The Libertarian Social Institute has
been among the fiest body of thinkers under the leadership
of Mr. Lotvala of Bombay to undertake this esential social
duty decades ago.

Neutral Nations' Claptrap—I

By M. N. Tholal

THE first question to anse naturally on the five neutral
nations’ resolution in the United Nations Assembly on
renewal of contacts between the Big Two is: “Who are
these five sponsors?” Do they deserve aur respect and
therefore our confidence? Honesty of purpose cannot be
conceded whenever it is assumed by parties who may, oo
closer examination prove to be far from disinterested. It is
therefore necessary to have a good look at them o see what
they are and if they have the necessary qualifications 1o
pass for crusaders of peace and if they are not just poseurs
exploiting the eredulity of simple folk.

Let us take first of all, the United Arab Republic’s
Precident. Col. Nasser has made ne secret of the fact thot
the one and only purpose of his policy is to wipe off froutn
the face of the world a neighbouring country called Israel,
a member of the United Nations with as good a nght ;o
eXistence—whatever its origin—as any other. Obviously
Col. Nasser does not believe in co-existence, and that nct

only with reference to lscael, for Jus Arab nationalism
demands the merger of all Arab states into Egypt, with lume
sell. of course, as the Supreme Dictator. In his “Philo-
sophy of the Revolution™ Col. Nasser taiks a great deal of
revival of Islamic glory and also of comolidating 1he
Muslims of the world into one natan—hundreds of mithons
of Muslims from Morrocco to Indonesia, welded inlo
one mighty force, 10 bring about Muslim renainiance.  Sius
dents of history know what that means and that 1t does not
mean peace. T hat our Prime Minnter, wha has been
condemning the notion of a Muslim nation, should find him-
self in such company in his search of peace is indeed wur-
prising, for it i only thineen years since Mudim panonalism
accounted for a million dead and ten millione upronted from
their homes in his own country. It is indeed morst extra-
ordinary—to use his own favourite phrare—fnr wae it not
this Muslim nation business that divided the eauntey 13
years ago and brought about the holocaust of 19472
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THE INDONESIAN SURGEON

Let us now have a look at another advocate of the
neutrals’ nostrum, Indonesia. Its President, Dr, Soekamo,
slated in the United Nations Assembly itself. about the
lime he put his signature to the five nations’ resolution, that
Indonesia was determined to reach a solution of the Dutch
New Guinea (which Indonesia calls West Inan) prol:tle_m
by a “surgical eflort”. As the Netherlands Foreign Minis-
ier, Dr. JM.AH. Luns said, “Such an approach to the
setilement of an inlemnational disputz constitutes a direct
attack both on the principles of our character and on thlf
means of settlement of disputes it sanctions and prescribes.’
In these days of anti-colonialism it is interesting to find Dr.
Luns affirming in the UN Assemly that his Government
was prepared to subject its policy and actions in Dutch New
Guinea “to the continuous scrutiny and judgment” of the
U.N. (That great “anti-colonial”” power, the USSR, had
refused to permit a UN delegation to go to Hungary after
the latter's invasion by Soviet Russia in 1956).

Dr. Luns also declared that Dutch policy in the territory
over which Indonesia claims sovereignty was “aimed at the
speediest possible attainment of self-determination by the
Papuan people, as could be seen from details set out in the
latest Dutch report to the U.N."" He also said that Indo-
nesia wanted to annex patt of thd island of New Guinea 1o
its own territory without allowing the population of the
island 1o exercise its right of self-determination. Acceptance
of the Indonesian claim would, in the circumstances, mean
that the Papuan people of the western half of the island
would be for ever deprived of the nght of self-determina-
tion, while those of the eastern half, under Australian
guidance, will determine their own future. Four times,
between 1953 and 1957, Indonesia had tried to have the
U.N. recognise its claim, and four times the Assembly had
refused to do sa, taking into account that Indonesia’s claim
was based on the interpretation of a treaty which Indonesia
had unilaterally repudiated, while the Netherlands had
offered to abide by the decision on that interpretation by
the highest competent authority—the World Court, But
Dr. Sockarno is determined to reach a solution by a “surgi-
cal efforts,” with which he has finished the free press of the
country, the political parties of the country and the Parlia-
ment of the country. And yet it is being seriously assumed
that Dr. Soekarno is a protagonist of peace.

CONTRADICTORY ATTITUDES

Lot us have an objective look at sur own couniry,
Indin, and try to sce ourselves as others see us, We
accepted  Kashmir's accession to India and made that
sccession conditional on a plebiscite of the people of
Kashmir., We complained to the Security Council when
Pakistan invaded Kashmir and, rightly or wrongly, the
Security Council condemned us by ten votes against zers
for not carrying out our pledge of plebiscite, We Indians
belicve that Kashmir is ours by rnight and Pakistanis
equally fervently believe that Kashmir is theirs by the will
of the people of Kashmir, In such a dispute between two
partics, if war is to be avoided, who is to decide? ""Where
does the U.N. Assembly come in?" to quote Mr. Nehry's
question put in the course of his speech on the five-nation
tesolution in the U.N. Assembly with reference to the
question of disarmament. "What has the Assembly got to

do with it?" as he asked. Is it o private matter between
two countries?
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The point is that those who are not prepared to accept
the arbitrament of the United Nations Assembly in their
own international disputes have no business to invoke the
aid of that august body in the solution of other's interpa-
tional disputes. Nobody can deny that the problem of
disarmament has become an internalional dispute among the
four nuclear powers. “Only this Assembly should finaljse
the affairs of the world,” said Mr. Nehru amid cheers,
and the affairs of the world surely include the problem of
Kashmir. Mr. Nehru cannot take up conirary and contra-
dictory attitudes without inviting ndicule on hmself. Pre.
sident Ayub Khan's recent declaration that Pakistan Ay
cannot afford to leave the Kashmir issue unsolved for an
indefinite period, might easily have been provoked by the
speech of Mr. Nehru on the five-nation resolution. Presi.
dent Ayub’s declaration was made the day after My,
Nehru's fighting speech in the U.N. Assembly.

Then there is Marshal Tito of Yugostavia. No Com-
munist country in the world has been subjected to such
intense political pressure by USSR as Yugoslovia, That
pressure would have been transformed mto armed interven-
tion but for American military aid to Yugoslavia. Why
was Yugoslavia being subjected to cold war methods by
USSR? Was not Yugoslavia a Communist country?
The answer is that the political system obtaining in the
USSR is an imperialism, as ruthless as that in the days
of the Czars. It is an imperialism much more than a
variety of Communism and cannot brook independence even
of a Communist coutry., The case of Yugoslavia proves
two things. One is that Soviet Russia is after world
domination, otherwise it would have let [Yugoslavia alons.
The other s that U.S. military aid has really no strings
attached to it, except the maintenance of the independence
of the state aided, Marshal Tito cannot but be aware of
all this, more than any one else in the werld. And yet
he was prepared indirectly to equate the USA with the
USSR through the five-nation resolution of which he was
one of the sponsors. He could not have forgotten that
as late as the spring of 1958 he aroused the Kremlin's
wrath by stating that it was possible to bring about com-
munism in a country peacefully and that the revolution
need not necessarily be sponsored by a Marxist party.

MR. NEHRU'S SPEECH

Mr. Nehry's fighting speech in the UN Assembly on
October 5 in support of the five-nation resolution calling
for renewal of contacts between President Eisenhower and
Mr. Khrushchev was one of the worst he ever delivered.
No wonder it did not carry conviction with the audience,
punctuated though it was with cheers whenever he tried to
play to the gallery. As it is one of his most important
pronouncements, it deserves detailed notice. It is a pity
he could not rise to the occasion, The reason perhaps is
that he spoke extempore, as the many faults in his language
indicate. For his own reputation, as well as that of the
country he represents, he would do well to write cut his
speeches, or at least prepare notes for guidance while
speaking. as emotional individuals like him often zo off
the track and say things which they never intended saying
ar would not have said on second thoughts. A speaker
cannot incorporate his second thoughts in his speech—they
come to mind too late—while he can in the written one,
and it is idle 1o try to win the day by making passion do
the work of honest thought, After all, a speech of a



Prime Minister of a great couniry delivered in the UN
Assembly is heard not only there but read by millions in
cold print where one cannot easily zet away with mere
assertion. The eye is always mare eritical than the ear.

In commending his resolution to the Assembly My, Nehry
«aid that if nothing was done now to amrest the process
of deterioration, then it would become more difficult =
later stage to have these talks. He implicd that renewal of
contacls between President Eisenhower and Mr. Khrush-
chev will arrest the process of detenoranion, but that is
a mere assertion for which there is no warrant in the
most extraordinary behaviour of Mr. Khrushchev, Sup-
pose the two were to meet and Mr. Khrushchey were to
tell Presidem Eisenhower, as is most hkely at the presem
juncture: “Look here, 1 am not going to shake hands
with you unless you apologise first.”” Would the break-
up that would immediately follow in any way improve the
international situation? It will, on the contrary, worsen i,
Let us do everything by all means to arrest the process
of deterioration but Mr. Nehru's resolution, if accepted
by the Assembly and implemented by the two paries
concerned, ran a very good chance, in Mr., Khrushchev's
present table-thumping-with-his-shoes mood, of acce
lerating the process of deterioration. It was sheer
optimism—if indeed it was not a trap for Bntish voten
at general elections—that made Prime Minister MacMillan
arrange the Paris Summit meet that ended in a fiasco,
making the international situation worse. There was no
indication of any kind from Soviet Russia that it was really
keen on establishing peace on earth. A country which
cannot be at peace with a fellow Communist country, cannot
be at peace with democratic countries whose abolition in
s lifetime Mr. Khrushchev is declaredly working for,
Surely, there should be a limit to optimism. | was never
in doubt that the Paris Summit meet would be 2 1olal
failure. The U-2 affairs came handy to Khrushchev and,
after his initial failure to realise the value of the ace of
trumps—for propaganda purposes—which had fallen imio
his hands in the shape of the U-2, he played the card
as he should have done to disguise his real aims and
objectives.

“SAME OLD TRICK”

Where was the ground for the assumption by Mr. Nehru
and the four co-sponsors that renewal of contacts between
President Eisenhower and Mr. Khrushchev will arrest the
process of deterioration of the international situation? With
that ground entirely lacking the five-nation resolution was
neither simple nor straightforward, as Mr. Nehru claimefi
it to be. “My difficulty in dealing with this amendment,”
Me. Nehru said with reference to the Australian amend-
ment, “is that it proceeds, | imagine. from some kind of
basic suspicion that it is a trick.” and Mr. Nehru weot
on to make the almost vulgar observation: “The Australian
Prime Minister cannot get hold of what the trick is, but
there must be a trick because the idea has ot come from
him or his group.” A guilty conscience pricks the mind and
Mr. Nehru put the truth as suspicion in the mind of the
Australian Prime Minister, Of course there is a tnck

i it and it is the same old trick which runs through
cvery pronouncement of Mr. Nehru on international atfan,

It is the same old trick which cul India into two and
wrought the greatest holocaust i her history, consisting w
equating the two blocs 1o fish in troubled waters for per
sonal glory. Those with short memones should recall that
almost as soon as Mr. Nehru sat on a chair of high ofhice
in the Government of India, he sard in & broadcast (rom
New Delhi. "W propose as far a3 possible to keep away
from the power poliics of groups, aligned against one an
other.” Where was the sense in makig this controversial
announcement when the ternble stuation w the country
demanded that he carry all the major parties in the land
with him, particularly the Mushms?  Where was the
sense in equating the two blocs when he said in the
same broadcast, “We believe that peace and freedom
are indivisible and the denial of freedom anywhere must
endanger freedom clsewhere and lead to conflict and war™?
In making this major policy pronouncement had he cansulted
the Mustim Levgue leaders, for whom he was osenubly
keeping the door open in the Constituent Assembly?  Ces-
tainly not. And yet he had no hesitation in saying in the
same broadeast, *“We have kept the path of co-operation
open and we invite even those who differ from us to entee
the Constituent Assembly as equals and partners with
with no binding commitments.”  Apparently for Mr. Nehry
his proclamation of non-ahgnment was not & binding coms
mitment on behalf of the country,

That was how he addressed himself 10 the “urgem
and vital task for us’” which was—l1o use huis own words—
“to conquer the spirit of discord that is abroad in Ind'”
and which had onlv a month earlier resulied in ““the tembile
tragedy of Calcutta. ... .. because of 1he insennate stnife
of brother against brother''.  (All the quolations are from
the same broadcast.) The spint of discord, Mr. INebru
might have known, is not conquered by laying down the
law for everybody, Indeed, he was apeaking only for Left
wing of the Congress and not even for the majonty party
there, whose leader was the Rightist Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel, He forgot he was speaking as Prime Minster of
India on behalf of a Cabinet in which he was the only
Leftist.  Sheer lack of responsibility, one would say, but
springing from the desite to fish in troubled waters for
personal glory. Was mot Jinneh saying all along, *They
want us to be their camp-followers.™ *"Tkere you are.”" he
told the Viceroy and refused 1o join the Constituent Ansem-
bly saying he would have nothing 1o do with a man hke
that, and he would have snother Constituent Assembly of
predominantly Muslim areas.  Wan the Hritish Cabinet to
tell Jinnah: “No. you must join the Inchan Conatituent
Assembly to please the leader of a minnruy group in the
Congress and do as he says™?  The Brsh Cabinet,
opposed originally to dividing the country av it belicved
in the theory of "defence in depth™ against Ruseia, gave
into Jinnah when Mr. Nehru proclaimed in London (ausin
on his own behalf}: "*We shall be abanlutely independent,”
“We too,” said Jinnah and the partition was an sccomp-
lished fact, the British Cabinet agreeing with bath,
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Lokayata-Indian Materialism

By S. Ramanathan
(This is the third article in the scries)

THE CHANTING DOGS

T is Mr. Chattopadhyaya’s view that materialism was

I the basic urge of not only the pre-Aryan people of India
who practised the tantric cult but also of the Aryans
themsclves in the Vedic age. The philosophy opposed
to tantric materialism came in only al a very late stage
during what may be called the post-vedic age. The
author finds support for his view in the vedas themselves.
in fact the chanting of the vedas was part and parcel
of the process of search for food, and the sharing of it bet-
ween the various members of the tribe. The diffeent stan-
zas of the vedas were merely expressions of the desire
for more and more food and the satisfaction of that desire.

As an illustration, Mr. Chattopadhyaya refers to the
wwelfth section of the firn chapter of the chandogya up-
amshad. This rather obscure passage describes what are
called “chanting dogs.”” A certain person named Beka
Dalphya went forth to study the vedas. Unto him there
appeared a white dog. Around the white dog there gather-
ed other dogs. These others seid to the white dog ‘we are
very hungry, obtain food for us by singing.” Then the
white dog made the others stand in a line and march along
cven as the preists do the chanting of the vedas. The dogs
chanted, ‘Om! let us eat. Om! let us drink. Om! Dava
Varaha Prajapaka Savitri, gather food here. O! Lord of
food, gather food here. Oml

This passage is usually interpreted as a heretic fulmina-
tion against the Veedic priests. Radhakrishnan says: *‘here
are occasions when the sacrificial and priestly religion strikes
the authors of the Upanishads as superficial and then they
give vent to all these irony. They describe a pracession of
dogs to march like a procession of the priests, each holding
the il of its predecessors and saying piously ‘Om let us
eat, Om let us drink.” Several other scholars have echoed
Rndhnkris!man'a opinion. Sankara says thar the white
dog was either a god or a sage who appeared in the form
of a dog in order to impart the divine wisdom of obtaining
_food and satisfying hunger. He did not see any irony in
it. In spite of Sankara there is a tendency amongst scholars
to c.onuder the passages as a caricature of the paratice of
vedic _chnnting. Durant says “that there were doubters,
even in the days of the Upanishads, appears from the
Upanishads themselves, Somelimes the sages ridiculed the
Prieats as when the Chandogya Upanishad likens the orthe-
dox clergy of the time to a procession of dogs each holding

the tail of its predecessors and saying piously *‘Om i
eat’. Om et us drink)™ taying piowsly “Om et us

In Mr. Chattopadhyaya's view both Sankara and the
modern scholars are wrong, Sankara mercly idealises
and spiritualises the incident by elevating the dogs to the
status of gods, Modern scholars take the dogs too literally
and treat the whole incident as a mere caricature. Such

‘nncamre is not in tune with the inwardness of the Upa-
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nishads which extol the Vedas and the vedic practices,
One clue to the interpretation is that the original text in
Chandogya Upanishad does not mention the tails at all for
the dogs. It merely says that dogs ‘glide hand in hand’
as do the chanting priests. The author of the Upanishadic
text would not have said so if he meant they were literally
dogs. [t is only later interpreters who interpolated the tails
and said either cach each dog held the others’ tail in front or
that each dog held the tail of its predecessors during the
chanting of ‘Om let us eat, Om let us drink’. The fact
of the matter, .according to our author, is that they were
not dogs at all, but men, only primitive men who belonged
to a clan with dog as its totem. Totemisim prevailed in
ancient India as it did in ancient times in most parts of the
world. The primitive sages sang for their food which they
got by mere singing. The sirange scene of singmg dogs
is intended to reveal what the authors of the Upanishads
thought was the essence of vedic chanting. Vedic chanting
was the wish fulfilment of primitive Aryans. Among people
who were first a little more civilised than the animals chant-
ing for food was identical with the actual getting of the
food itself and the chanting was part of the acquiring of
the food. It was not ordinary singing. for the singing
was followed by some bodily action, some well defined
movements of the limbs. As Thomson says: “‘Savages,
like children, gesticulated when they talked. The function
of gesticulation is not merely to help others. They gestilu-
cate just as much when talking to themselves, For us,
speech is primary, gesticulation secondary. but it does not
follow that this was so with our earlier ancestors.” The
gesticulation has something to de wilh action to fulfil a
desire. The procurement of food is the prime desire of
early man and hence most of the early chanting of the vedas
as in the case of tha chanting dogs related to the one pri-
mary object of procuring food. So then we can now
understand the inwardness of the vedas which was plain
search for food and the satisfaction of clementary hunger.
That is why the vedas are so full of verses that call upon
this and that god to help in the procurement and in the
preparation of food and to share in the enjoyment thereof.
[t was motivated by a thoroughly material objective, the
elemental search for food and there was nothing spiritual
about it though attempts were made in post vedic times to
read a spiritual meaning into it.

There are survivals of the vedic practice of wish fulfl-
ment by singing in the folk culture that is prevalent to-day
in India. The practice of the vratas in many parts of
India to-day is based upon the theory of wishfulfilment.
Says Abanindranath in his book on ¥ratas of Bengal: “A
vrata is just a desire. We see it represented in the pictures:
listen to its echo in the songs and the ryhmes, witness s
reactions in the dramas and dances: in short. the vratas

(Continued on page 11)



The Indian Libertarian
Rationalist S’applement

“Spiritual Glory” Of India

By S. Ramanathan

SHALL in this article deal with the second impediment

l to the growth of rationalism in India mentioned by
M:. Lotvala viz. the vaunted “Spiritual Glory™ of India.

A spade is a spade. And a backward people must be
designated as backward, They do not cease to be back.
ward by merely calling them “spiritual.” But there 15 an
inferiority complex in men that refuses 10 accept the faer of
our backwardness and pretends that we are not only rot
backward but really supetior to others. We are “spiritual!™

The new fashion is to style backward people as “under.
developed.” There is a movement, in fact, there is a
competition, between the two power blocs inte which the
world is divided, to aid “underdeveloped™ nations like
India, Pakistan and the new African states. Alf these
backward naticns have the privelege to share in the aid
given by the more powerful and the more developed nations
in the world, The fact of India being backward or under
developed is not being hidden from the view of the donot
pations. In fact, there is anxiety displayed by our Gavern-
ment that we should not misy the chance of getting the
aid and our nght as a backward nation should be fully
recognised before the whale world.

But such a view regarding our backwardness is not popu-
lar in India. We have, on the contrary, pretended to have
been the sons and daughiers of Rishis and Saints who
have led all mankind in “spiritual glory” m times past
We have never admitted our backwardness before foreignen,
some of whom at least knew the real wruth aboul the matier,

" But these foreigners were either mere birds of passage and
did not want to offend our sensibilities or had a vested
interest in our good will and hence were inclined to flatter
us although such flattery was at the expense of truth,
There was a conspiracy, so to say, between the educated
and the intellectual Indian and the schalarly European nat to
call a spade a spade. Hence there was sbsolute silence
kept absut our ignorance. our illiteracy and our poverty
while tributes were paid to our “spiritual” greatness.

Mrs, Annie Besant was the classic example of the flal-
terer who had a vested interest in the flattery. Rationalists
may recal! with chagrin that she began her career by beirg
the co-adjutor of Charles Bradlaugh, that great mﬁdfl
of England and genuine friend of India. Mrs. Arme
Besant spent her early years in the service of Rationalim
but she soon discovered, as many rationalists have 'duco-
vered to-day all over the world. thet rationalism is too
dry a doctrine and it does not pay. If you want to lead
a colourful life. full of adventures and novel experiences,
you have to sail clear of the rationalist way of life. So

then, Mrs. Besamt, who was by nature endowed with a
craving for & life of high adventure, wrned towards the
east and the superstitions engendered by the wullions of
India as a fruitiul Reld for explonation. Not that there
were not others before Mrs. Besamt who exploited the
gulbibilny of Indians. Mention may be made of Alax
Muller. who, under cover of scholarniup. staried the myth
of Aryan superiority which flatiered the Indians but ended
up in the Nazi cull which threaiened 1o blast human ewi-
lisation before it was put an end 1o by world war No, I,
But what Max Muller wrote n his learned tones was avai~
lable only 1o the select few, but Mrs, Besamt was & roving
orator whose words reached the maues in every nook and
corner of the world, It was & strange cult wiich M,
Besant developed full of Mahatmas reigning over Astral
and other planes of existence and performing mupacles for
the delectation and edification of mortals asembled in
many congregations, For a whole era she dominaied the
Indian intellectual world. She made theosophy fashionable.
The elite of society, the judges, the leaderns of the bar.
the merchant princes and several of the princes (hemselves,
all vied with one another in welcoming the new doctnne
which sang so eloquently of the “'spirivual glory™ of lihia.

But soon there was an end to this crare, and it is to the
credit of theosophy that the coup-de-grace was administered
by someone in the theosophical movement itself rather than
by sn outsider, Mps. Besant who was growing old, thought
of bringing up a young leader for the movement unrler
whom she planned 10 build up 8 church which would be
richer and more glosious than the Roman Catholic church.
A preity boy was chosen from a Mylapore Brahmin family
to act as the new messish.  Donations came pouring in
from all parts of the world. Some rich individuale gave
their all. Palaces and estales were bequesihed to the n-w
church. The boy grew up.  When he came of age
repudiated his meuiahood, disowned the church apd return-
ed every farthing donated to the donors thrmaelves, If
Krishnamoorthy has no other claims 1o greatness, this ono
act of having saved India from the clutches of the theoso-
phical menace has earned him greatnes.

But the need for the ficon of the “sparitual™ greaincw
of India and of Indiams did not die with Mre, Besant and
her theosophy. The need is there and will be there for
nur people to pretend 1o be spinually” yreat so
long as they ate in fact materially backward and an under
developed nation. It happened that after Mrs, Annie
Beam. Gandhi took up the thread, 1f there were no
Gandhi, somebody else would have stepped into his place.

{Continued on page IV)



The Emergence Of Organized Science

By P. Alan

The long struggle of science againsl superslition is
recalled by the tercentenary of the Royal Society

HE. emergence of science as an organized body of

T thought has been a slow proeess, but has rapidly gained
momentum in recent years, he condilions in which the
Royal Soceity came into existence some three hundred
years ago are worth recalling.

Already in the thirteenth century the enlightened monk,
Roger Bacon, had put the case for a scientific approach.
‘I will tell,” he wrote, ‘of the wonderful works of Art and
Nature, in order to assign to them afterwards their causes
and means; in these there is nothing of a magical natwre.
Hence it may be seen that all magical power is infericr
to these achievements and unworthy of them.” And he
goes on to forecast great ships ‘without rowers,” chariols
‘without any draught animal,’ flying machines whose wings
‘would beat the air after the manner of a bird flying.’
cranes and submarines. He was repeatedly ordered by
his Franciscan superiors to refrain from his writing and
teaching, was imprisoned for fourteen years, but was finally
released by Papal decree. About 250 years later another
all round inventive imagination, this time coupled with the
:ikill\;)f a great visual artist, appeared in [taly—Lsonardo

2 Vinei,

The sixteenth and seventeenth centuries were a peried
of commercial expansion. In Eurcpe, Leonardo, Coperni-
cus, Giordano Bruno, Galileo, Descartes, and Kepler pre-
ceded the rapid scientific development in England, In
Naples in 1560 was founded the Academia Secretorum
Naturae, a whole century before the Royal Society was
founded in this country.

Commercial expansion first stimulated those sciences and
techniques which had a direct effect on shipping, particularly
astronomy and clockmaking, Morcover, the possibility of
making long voyages opened up a new field for exploration,
both geographical and historical. Sir Walter Raleigh, be-
fore he died, was able to set down his findings in a History
of the World, which, for the first time, threw serious donbt
en the chronology of Genesis. ‘In Abraham’s time all
the then known parts of the world were developed,” he
wrote. "Egypt had many magnificent cities. . . . which mag-
nificence needed a parent of more antiquity than these other
men have supposed.’” And Francis Bacon. in his New
Atlantis, his last work published before his death in 1626,
foresaw the need for a temple of science in which man’s

knowledge could be further extended.
COMING OF THE MACHINES

The factory system had begun to be jntroduced in Eng-
Iund. already in the fifteenth century, with Jack of New-
bury’s factory on record as having employed as many as
600 workpeople. But the new factories met with opposition
from wuilds and craftsmen alike. In 1553 power-dnven
gigmills were prohibited at the insistence of the guilds,
and under similar pressure Charles [ in 1623 banned ncedle-
making machines. The crafismen of the day regarded ma-
<hinery as an enemy, and sawmills and textile mills fre-

|

quently had their machinery smashed up by angry workers
throughout the seventeenth century. But in spite of this,
new and more profitable methods of production continued
to be introduced, the development of the textile industry
demanded new machines, the increased mining of coal de
manded better pumps, and the development of pumping
technique led to the practical utilization of the steam-engine,
The progress of science was the natural accompaniment of
the development of, and need for, further invention,

The spread of science and invention, however, would
have been much more slow if it had not been for the fact
that printing had been introduced to England from Chipa,
Whereas it was probably in use in China as early as
100 AD, pnnting only reached Spain, via Samarkand in,
Centsal Asia, in the fourteenth century. Thence it spread
to Germany, and from there was brought to England by
William Caxton in 1476,

The development of commerce, the introduction of print-
ing, the spread of the factory system, and the resuliant
demand for new inventions, combined to make practicalle
that development of techniques which Roger Bacon and
Leonardo da Vinci had clearly foreseen.

The rise of the factory system also meant a political
revolution, The old feudalistic structure, symbolized by
the autocracy of the Crown, became obsolete and had to
be replaced. Parliament established its authority with the
execution of Charles I in 1649, the revolution acted as a
stimulus to new ideas, and wher in 1660 Charles 1] was
restored to the throne it was as a consiitutional monarch
and as a patron of the sciences. He granted the Charter
to the Royal Society. From the Society’s foundation it
took just 150 years for Britain 10 achieve complete supre-
macy by 1800 as the ‘workshap of the world.’

It was during this period that Englishmen came to the
fore in large numbers in scientific and technical achievement.
The names of Harvey, Newton, Boyle, Halley, and Wren
are contemporary with the early period of the Royal Society.

Science was beginning to stake its claim against magic,
but it would be wrong to suppose that there was as yet a
very clear demarcation between the two. Samuel Pepys
describes how the ‘Royal Society’ entertained. For exam-
ple, the ‘Duchesse’ of Newcastle was invited, “after much
debate pro and con...... with her women attending her.’
‘Several fine experiments were shown her of colours, load-
stones, microscopes, and of liquors: .among others, of one
that did while she was there turn a piece of roasted
mutton into pure blood, which was very rare.” It seems
that pure magic was not despised when it was a matter of
interesting potential patronesses!

Pepys himself, at a later stage, was “forced to subscribe
to the building of a college,” yiclding up £40 most reluc-
tantly and commenting that this drive to raise mouney *will
spoil the Society, for it breeds faction and ill-will, and



becomes burdepsome to some that cannot or would aot

do .’
SCIENCE AND RELIGION

Newton, one of the Society's most renowned early presi-
dents, recontiled science with religion by not accepling the
Old Testament literally but nevertheless seeing the stars
as oniginally launched in their courses by the Almighy,
He spent considerable time and energy working out pro-
phecies of future events from the Bible.

The first years of the Royal Society were made difficull,
not only by the usual efforts to raise funds, but by political
insecurity and the prevalent religious anti-scientific attiude,
In 1667 the secretary. Henry Oldenburg. was imprisored
in the Tower for writing letters to France. And both
Catholic and Protestant religions had opposed science
continuouly.

Galileo had died only in 1642, and ten years earlier
he had been forced to “abjure and detest the error and the
heresy of the movement of the earth’, Though not actually
tortured, he was openly threatened with it on the Pope's
personal instructions, and bearing in mind the faie of
Giardeno Bruno he chose discretion as the better part of
valour. One hundred years later, in Paris, Briffon was
obliged to recant his geological findings, as a result of pres-
sure from the Theological Faculty at the Sorbonne. He
said: *I declare that I had no intention to contradict the
text of scripture: that 1 believe most firmly all therein
related about the creation, both as to the order of time and
matter of fact. I abandon everything in my book respecting
the formation of the earth, and generally all which may
be contrary to the parrative of Moses.'

SUPERSTITION DIES HARD

‘We must bear in mind that in the T660°s it was still wide-
ly beliaved that the earth was flat; St. Paul’s reference to
‘the ends of the earth’ was cited as proof. The ‘cenire’
of the earth was belicved to be Jersusalem, which was
alleged to lodge the idential site of the original Tree of
Life and the Cross of Jesus, Hobbes's Leviathan was
placed on the Index, and Harvey's theory of the circu
lation of the blood was excluded from Spain till as late
as 1800. [Illness was siill anribuied to ‘possession’ in
a large number of cases, especially mental ones, and dis
gusting cruelties and indignities were applied to drive out
the evil intruders. The belief in cures by the ‘royal touch
was still current, though dechining, being last applied ip
England by Queen Ane, but in France Louis XIV, though
patron of the sciences, was said to have "cured’ 1,600 cases
by this method.

Even more important is the fact that belief in witcheraft
was still in vogue, Between 1450 and 1550 it is estx;naled
that 100,000 witches were burnt in Europe. Coming to
the throne in 1603, James 1 wrote a book on dcmqno_loq
and himsclf was present at the torturmg of ‘witcies.
Notable was one, a Dr. Fian, who first confessed. then
retracted, and despite being pulled apart literally picce
by piece, refused 10 confess again. Nevertheless, he was
bumt. As late as 1650 at Edinburgh a lay prelcl:oel.
Major Weir. confessed to witchcraft and was burnt alive,
his elderly sister, who testified against him. being hanged.
Witchcraft was persecuted by Catholics and Protestants
alike, and it was only in 1682 that the legal torturing of
witches was stopped in England. [t went on in Amenca

ull 1728, The perstcutors of witches justified this aspect
of "God's work’ on the ground that if the Almiglny
tortured the wicked for etermty, there was no wrong w
men torturing the wicked on eanth.

Protestants were as bigoted as Catholics both reganiing
witchcraft and in relation 1o the spread of screntific knows
ledge.  Luther condemned Copernwus as an ‘upstart
asrologer” and Wesley  the cighteenth century was will
preaching that estronomical teachings ‘tead wwands k-
deluy'_. Wesley also lamented that “the giving up ot wih-
craft is in fact giving up the Bible®, mamtaned that “sin
is‘ the moral cause of carthquakes’ than which there is ‘no
divine visitation which is hkely to have so general an
influence’, and believed that, prior 10 the Fall, ‘the spides
was as harmless ag the Ay”,

ln opposition 1o the growing volume of scientific hnows
ledge, Awmold’s theory that fossils were God's ‘moddels
al the creation was widely held. and Burt's Sacred Hotury
of the Earth, a tejoinder to Newton, kept selling well for
a hundred years. In 1682 the Scottish Church prochaimed
that comets were a divine sign, despite Halley's screnufic
forccasts having been proved correct,  In Rome in 1680
a plague was attributed to the fact that St. Sebhastian nnd
not had a statue erected 10 him. The statue was belaicidly
erected and the plague abated.

In 1750 there occurred two earthquakes in London.
William Whiston, editor of Josephus's Fistery of the Jeuss,
who had succeeded Newton as Prolessor of Mathematws al
Cambridge (and was later discharged for unorthoduxy on
the subject of the Trinity), 100k the opportunity 1o deliver
publia lectures in London on the coming end of the world,
Whiston had worked out a theory that ninety-nine signs
would be given, of which the London carthquakes were
the ninety-second. Whiston, of coumse, 1 not the only
academic character who, while qualified scientifically in one
field, has dabbled in superstition in snother,

In 1775 ihete occurred a disastrous eanhquake in
Lisbon. once again setting off a chain-reaction of speculatiun
regarding the role of earthquakes as divine vignals,

The formation of the Royal Society, {ollowing closcly
on & wave of sevolution and monarchical restoration, was a
landmack in the advance of science as a distingt departinent
of human endeavour. But the age of supenstition in which
it arose, the extent to which even its own members accepted
traditional superstitions. both within and ouside their ape-
cial subjects. and the constani fire of criticism against scicnce
waged by religious bodies, whether Catholic or Protestant,
greatly retarded subsequent progress, [t i pertinemt 10
ask—if science has made the progresa it has in the pant 300
years, what could have been done in an environment in
which antiscientific views had not got cnormous official
encouragement ?

Today the posiiion is sadically differem from 300 yeans
ago, Superstiion sull exiva, receives tremendous publicity
in Press and by radw. but materialim i increasingly widely
accepted.  Moreover, science u now internahional, and ihe
International Geophysical Year showed that wotld wien
tihc, projects can now be orgamized and cmiried out jomily
by governments which reject as well s by thow which pro-
fess a religious outlook. The develapment af wience and
technique in the twentieth century b showing & phenomenul
leap forward. and as a whole relizious bodies have now

(Continued on page IV)



A Quick Glance at the People’s Padres

By N. E. S. West

For the purpose of this article, ler us use the word
“padre” for the clergymen, priests, medicine men and witch
doctors who claim to know the will of God. There has
been a veritable horde of them throughout the ages—and
they still flourish. Now, briefly, let us sce what these
padres have done for the people—these padres who. pre-
tend to know the will of God. J. Eric S. Thompson in his
The Rise and Fall of the Mava Crvilization (1954), relates
how captured warriors were sacrificed in their thousands
to eppease God, i

This God had to have human blood. The practice of
this sacrifice was imposed by the padres and it continued
for as Jong as the padres remained in power. These padres

(Conlinued from page 1)

As a matier of fact Gandhi was there and he took up
where Besant left off .

Leaving alone its many superstitions and occultism and
clairvoyance, theosaphy, in its essence, said that all religions
are one, All religions believed in one God, though different
religions called Him by different names and even said
that He was many and not one and assumed fantastic
shapes and took the form even of animals, This teaching
controverts the historic fact that every religion has had
to srtuggle against every other for mastery over the mind
of people. 1 here have been so many religious wars involy-
ing the death of millions since the early days that it nesds
m special argument from me to convince the reader that
a larger quantity of human blood has been shed in disputes
over religion than m any other single cause. Religion has
on the whole, been a divisive force in history than a unify-
ing one, This historic fact is unpalatable to the spiritualists.
Hence the pretence that all religions has “spiritual”® merit,
As against the growing materialism of the educated there
is an eltempt to consolidate the conservative and the supers-
titious of the world. Unfortunately Gandhi came in at
a stage when in the fight for freedom of thought and ra~
tianalism he had to take sides and as a religious man he
took the side of the spiritualists. The result is writ Jarge
in India’s history—the division of the country and the
formation of Pakistan. Let us not forget that there woutd
have been no Pakistan had there been no Kilafat move-
ment in India which pretended that India’s spiritual glory
postulated the unity of Hindudom and lslamic rule. a
conundrum whose meaning was plain only to spiritualists,
In inter life Gandhi dared to sing Ram Dhun at political
gatherings where the people of diverse faiths gathered to
hear their political leader. This was the final stone that
broke the Camel's back of India's unity and drove the
Muslims 10 seek a separate sovereign state in which they
could sing the glory of Allah even as Gandhj was singing
the glory of Ram in Hindu India. The division of ine
country was one of the fruits of the “spiritual glory™ of
our people. There will be an end to this “spiritual glory™
only when the backwardness of our people is really removed

’nd lhe,v_ came abrenst of other civilised nations of the earth
in material well being.

T —————

also instituted the practice of throwing infants into wells
or over cliffs to appease the God. The Jews, apparently,
practised the sacrifice of the fist-bom. After a time,
God was appeared with burnt offerings. These offernigs
were sheep and cattle, 50 one would suppose the padres
got plenty of meant.

Later, the Jews adopted the practice of tithing, ie.,
paymg onetenth of their income to the church. [ the
case of the Roman Catholic Church the padres collect
huge sums by means that are almost equivalent to force
Purgatory was invented and fees are collected for praying
departed souls out of it. Wars have been promoted by
the Popes and Bishops of this Church. It forced the
Crusades on the people, hoping to hamstring Islam, and
it burned thousands of witches and other non-believers at
the stake. One notable instance was Joan of Arc. Afier
burning her for her pride and disobedience, she was
canonised. (And the Roman Catholic Church claims to
be infallible.)

The padres throughout the ages have robbed the poor
and have kept them in ignorance and poverty. The padres
claim to have jurisdiction over the souls of men, end =
man can only save his soul by paying fees for prayen
and doing penance as dictated by the padres. The padres
-——especially those of the Roman Catholic Church—don't
like to appear in civil court for their misdeeds. They
prefer to be tried in the Church courts where there is no
publicity. The padres have often preached peace, bul
often promoted war.

Today, the world is worried over excess population.
The birth rate is particularly high in backward countries.
Yet birth control is forbidden even though the progeny
would most assuredly be doomed to poverty all its life.
This is the outlock in much of India, China, South
America, Spain and Italy. The areas dominated by the
Roman Catholic Church show a very high percentage of
illiteracy and illegitimacy. The people fear the Church
and suffer as a result of that fear,

The heartless and dictatorial padres are not yet through
this sycle of domination. Women become pregnant against
their will and in due course give birth to children without
drugs, thus fulfilling the Scriptures which command
women to bring forth in pain. There are other padres
who forbid blood-transfusions and even forbid their fol-
lowers to seek medical assistance when sick. The results
are just as tragic as the former practice of burning victims
at the stake. There is said to be honour among thieves,
but there is only hatred between competing padres.

~—Freethinker®

(Continued from page 111}
to accept. rather than frustrate. the advancement of science.
while still fighting guerilla actions on this or that particular
front. It will be interesting to see how long into the atomic
age and international scientific cooperation the superstitions
of the pre-scientific era will atill survive,

v



When A Philosopher Turns A Politician

By L K

Dhairyawan

ORD BERTRAND RUSSELL, the noted British

philosopher, has been recently talking rather loudly,
and airing his views too freely. In an exclusive interview
to the “'Indian Express” (22-10-60) he has prescribed a
remedy for the ills of the world. It is in the patre of a
quack doctor’s prescription. It i3 a decoction of pious
platitudes and wishful-thinking, Like many of the leftist
intellectuals, who have fallen in for the clapirap of the
commumst propaganda, Lord Russell seems to think thay
Soviet Russia is sincere and honest in her desire for peace
and co-existence, This is one of the biggest mistakes which
all the intellectuals of the Left, including Lord Russell,
commit when they equate USA with USSR on the inter-
national plane. From this blurred thinking stems all their
postrums and their quack remedies, American democracy
may have their own imperfections, and no human institution
is without some imperfection or other. BUT today USA

(Continued from page 10)

are but desires as sung. the painted desires, desires as mov-
ing and living.” The atitudes of those who practce the
vralas are the attainment of desire, certain definite action
and not the prostrating before gods and begging some
favours of them. It is the atiude of fulhlling the desire
through a certain definite action,

One element of the vrala is its collective nature, a
number of persons participating in the same desire. It is
possible far an individual 1o perform a dance bui not a
drama. Even so an individual may pray but wot perform
a vrata,

Altogether the vratas resemble the main characteristic of
the vedic songs in that they are both aimed at the realisa-
tion of certain desires. While the vedic songs were mas
culine the wvrata songs were feminine. Both were
activated by the motive to secure plenty. While the
vralas were aimed at agricultural prosperity, the vedic
songs were aimed at securing food in the ealier stages and
cattle breeding in the later slages.

The chanting dogs were nat mere dogs but were primitive
people and the chanting indicated the method of getung
food. The entire object of the vedas was the securing of
food in primitive times by primitive people.. The object
was entirely material and not ip any sense spiritusl. Hence
the philosophy inspiring early Aryans was materialism and
it was only later on when the crude object of securing food
was fulfilled by other more modern means, that a spiritual
meaning was read into them and the whole thing was
tumed o a spiritual quest for something beyond this
world, something to be realised in the other world, some-
thing transcending nature and the physical world of which
the earlier less sophisticated people so unaware of.

(7o be continued)

stands four-square for democracy and civilised existence,
as againsl totaltanamsm and modern Dark Ages, of which
Soviet Russia is a standing example, for the last 40 ycars
and more,

Stemming from this blurred view of the international
situation, it i not surpnising that Lord Russel should prce-
cnbe to the world a remedy that is no remedy, and f
followed, would end in the surrender of the free nations
of the world, to be trampled upon by the jackboot of com-
munist impenalism. Men hke Lord Russell, and similar
other thinkers of his kind, are uncorsciously playing the
part of the camp followess of the wiernational commumnt
conspiracy with its headquariers at Mascow,

Let us analyse some of the statements of Lord Rusacll.
He begins the interview by saying, “Incia has a big 1ole
to play....if only Prime Muwster Nehru s prepared to
play it." According to Lord Rusell India should 1ake
the initiative and bring together some neutral nations to
draw up a programme for comideration of the East and
the West.” In a word. Lord Russell wants lndia to furm
a “Third Blac™ as againat the nival hocs, the Free Waild
and the communist World. In fact, he sayr so later on
when he nates, I always thought India 1o be the leacler
of such a neutral group. Tt s Mr, Nehru's dinty to zive
the lead to the neutrals. 1 hope he will get on with the
job without hesitation,” (the italica nze mine).

Well, Barkis is willing. Our Prime Minister has been
toying with that ides for a pretty long time with Bandung
Conference and his woolly-haired principles of “pancie
shecla,” which have long evaporated mio the thin awr.
Of caurse, this statement of Lord Russcll would tickle the
vanity of our Prime Minister and his coborts of ¢reduloua
and ignorant admirers. What can be more fantenng 1o
the vanity of an immature nation than that a noted pliloss
pher like Russell should call on her Prime Minster 10
lead the world oul of the impasse, and fead o 19 the haven
of peace and co-exintence? But the question is: Can Nehru
bridge the gult that separntes the Foast aned the Weat)
Has Nchru the means to do it?  And lastly, Can there
be any compromise between the Fast and the West, when
the former is sut 10 conquer the whole world, and liquida«
date all the civilized values that humanity halds dear for
centuries?  Any intelligent man, with his hrad on his
shoulders, knows by now that there can be only onc anawer
1o all the three questions, It is not posible for
Nehru or any leader of the free world to bring about that
compromite, and what is more, it in not in the inlerests of
humanity. The anim international situation is that twe
great giants are facing each ather 1o measure their strengths
—USA and USSR, While USA sands for Democracy
and eivilived values, USSR has been playing the interna-
tional bully and a gangster at home. 1t 1 a fivht between
nighteousness and forces of evil.  Sosner or later. 1he

n November 1, 1960



ion has to be decided by the arbitration of armed
r:li!;r:tl,o ?iespile what “*do-gooders'’ and “‘one-worlders™ might
think and say, There is no alternative. Today 'they are
parrying at each other waiting for the psycho[agif.al and
the opportune moment. This is the stark reality, the
grim internaticnal situation, :

When once this naked fact of the situation is admitted,
the duty of all those who belicve in Democracy and the
decencies of human civilisation is to strengthen the hands
of USA as the acknowledged leader of Democracy ahd
the only powerful nation that can withstand succgssfully
the onslaughts on democracy by the communist conspirators.
All other 1alk of a “third bloc” and all talk »f playing
the “honest broker” that Lord Russell wants Nehru to do
between the East and West is all moonshine.

_ Let us see how far Mr, Nehru is competent enough
to play that part that is expected of him by Lord Russell.
If Lord Russell had read the current history of Free india
under the stewardship of Mr. Nehru, he would have dis-
covered that Mr. Nehru was the last man to act without
hesitation and with firmness. Nehru's whole record is one
long chapter of vacillation and hesitation, Whether it was
the question of the Pakistan aggression against Kashn'!ir
or the problem of Goa or the latest aggression by communist
China against India, Nehru has shown himself to be the
Hamlet of the Indian e. “To be or not to be"
seems to elernally haunt him, That is the tragedy of
Nehre and the tragedy that is Free India. To expect
such a vacillating parson to lead the so-called neutral
nations of the world is the height of political immaturity
on the part of Lord Russell,

That Lord Russell seems obvicusly not inclined to read
between the lines of the public statements of the communist
leaders and their spokesmen can be secen when one goes
through the interview under review. Commenting on the
American attitude and her policies, Lord Russell said, “he
deeply deplored the American attitude, Americans are
perthaps the greatest danger to world peace except China,
And | do think that Americans at the moment are a
greater danger lo peace than are the Russians.” Nao bet-
ter propoganda for Moscow could have been done by her
own spokesmen than what Lord Russell has done for
Soviet Russia.

This muddled thinking on the part of Lard Russell
does not stop here. He then continues and says that he
does not like \o be pro-American or pro-Russian. And
yet he has not the slightest objection to pay a lefthanded
compliment to Soviet Russia by saying that USA and
NOT USSR are the greatest danger to the peace of
the wacld. If as Lord Russell would like to be “pro-man
and not pro-American or pro-Russian, he has to be on the
side of democracy and civilised values of existence. If that
were 10, does it mean that Lord Russell is completely ig-
norant of the atrocities in Hungary and ruthless sup-
pression of the attempt of the Hungarian people by the
Russians under Khrushchev? 1f Lord Russell deeply de-
plores American attitude and policies, he has no comments
o make on the Soviet Russian policies in Eastern Europe
and the latest exhibition of bad manners on the part of
Khrushchev at New York when he thumbed the table
and flouzished his shoes at the face of the President of the
UN. Can a philosopher like Russell expect any decancy
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from a leader of the character of Khrushchev who forgot.
that he was in an interpational assembly of diplomats, and
that he was expected to behave with dignity and correct
decorum and good manners? To the credit of the Pres
dent of the UN, he acted with the greatest of forbearance
and tolerance at this barbarian exhibition on the pan of
Khrushchev. The President would have been within his
rights to order out Khrushchev and the whole gang of
Russian diplomats, even if it had meant the break up of the
UN. It would have been a good riddance. That Khrush-
chev was playing to the world gallery and was bent op ad-
vancing the communist propaganda with communist methods
of bullying and crudity was clear. And yet Lord Russell
calls Khrushchev's behaviour as that of a naughty boy or a
school boy when it was the behaviour worthy only of gang-
steys and crooks. -

In this long-winded interview the only correct statement
that Lord Russe]! has made is regarding Krishna Menon.
Says Lord Russell. “I don’t like the policies pursued by
vour Knshna Menon. ..... He is pro-Russian and pro-
Chinese. Even when China has committed aggression against
India. Knshna Menon has tried to defend and justify China
and her policies.” For this correct sizing up of Krishna
Menon, Lord Russell deserves all praise from the pesple
of India. But it is this Krishna Menon, who is the darling
of his Nehru. What Russell could discover in Krishna
Menon, our esteemed Prime Minister refuses to see. - And
vet Russell wants our Prime Minister to lead the nation of
the world and solve East-West impasse. Ome has ouly
to say what a mess philosophers would do if they changed
places with the politicians, .

DECEFPTIVE TRIBAL FIGHT BETWEEN

CONGRESSMEN AND COMMUNISTS

People should not bd deceived by the antipathy between
Congressmen and Communists and believe that there is
materia! difference between their policies. Their political
policy is the same—socialisa——though they fight as tribals
do. What we are concerned with are their policies, and
where these are not conducive to production and progress,
we have o oppose them even though it is Congressmen that
pursuc them. The fact that Congressmen carry on a
tribal warfare against Communists should not mislead us
and make us take sides with Congressmen and imagine that
we thereby help a national cause, Political battles should
not deteriorate into a kind of tribal conflict which is waged
irrespective of policy. Congress has become a tribe aind
fights the Indian Communist party as an ancient enemy.
It has adopted every shibboleth of the Communists.
Socialism, atheism and class struggle are the basis
of communism. These mark out the pressnt Congress
also, unless we make personal loyalty to Shn
Jawaharlal Nehru a separate pillar and principle. The
subordination of fundamental citizen-rights to government
contrel and the elevation of the State to god-hood is the
common faith of both the tribes. The men who obtain
licences and permits may differ if the rulers be Congress-
men or Communists, but the principle of total ownership
by the State is common to both. The distributtion of patre-
nage may differ but they both agree on the supression of the
individual. That they fight one another is a misleading
tribal phenomenon. .
—~C. Rajagopalachan

———————
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Factioq And The Congress

By Vivek

FACTION has become the principal disease of the

Congress. In quite a number of states the party
is so split that the main task of the chief leaders of
the central organisation has had to be the patching-up
of differences. Not that the differences remain patch-
ed for long. fissures appear again and threaten
to widen into chasms, demanding fresh attempts a0
bridging. And so the process goes on, gathering greater
impetus as the elections draw pearer,

In democratic political parties faction is nothing new
A wide diversity in points of view is often tolerated, and
there is little insistence on complete conformity, Broad
agreement on the general strategy of the party and ou its
electoral and governmental methods suffices. There may
thus be even organised factions, with a distinet docirinal
tone, within a democratic party. And their exjstence need
not affect detrimentally the essential unity and solidarity of
the party, nor make awkward and difficult the functioning
of a government dependent on it.

The factions in the Congress are not however of this
type. Their basis is persona) rather than doctrinal, their
object the attainment of position for certain individuals
rather than the success of particular lines of thought. Men,
they press for, not policies; and if policies, oniy \o the
extent they benefit particular men or hurt the opponents
of such men. Loyalty to the party, its principles and pre-
grammes they proclaim, even loyalty greater than that of
the section in charge of the Government, About that they
have no reservations. Their doubts all centre round the
individuals in power. “They, all or some, (depending on
the circumstances of particular areas) must go; we must
take their place.” Uuder all the glosses of their complaints
and representations, that is the main burden. *““They are
unworthy ; far worthier, we."”

How has this state of affairs come about? Why have
envy and rivalry obtained so sirong a hold in the very
Party that had been led for so long a time by Mahatma
Gandhi? Some years ago 1 asked a senior and distin-
guished Congressman how he accounted for the fact that
many men who had made genuine sacrifices for the nalm!!l]
cause during the years preceding independence, on coming
to power seemed to change so much, becoming not anly
wordly, but even. quite often corrupt themse]v'u and en-
couragers of corruption? “Ah,” said he with a sigh.
“they feel they have given up everything for too long;
now when their opportunity has come at last they must
make the most of it”. Perhaps the real explanation i
that “the standard of conduer imposed by the leader of the
political movement was so high that the bulk of his follo-
wers could not lift themselves up 10 it, with I.)"le result that
their acceptance of his dactrine was superficial. Moved
by his personality they became fired with emotion and
followed his lead. Emotion. however, is transitory and,
When it dies down, leaves its subject morally exacily
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where he was before he felt it. It does wot impose upan
him that deep dsaphne which, permeating the amud,
burns away all dross. Hence, with the success of the moves
ment, in many of ils prominent followers there remamed
nolhil_ig but the original man: and the ongmal man, more
especially when enthroned in power and cndowed with
moral phrases, in & number of nstances acted accorchiug to
his nature vather than according to the tencls he Tad
oslcnsil::l.y accepled when cmotionally inspired by hin gieat
mesier,

The rewards of office tao were raceedmply atiracuve,
To segular salaries, free bungalows, cars, chapraises, were
added the postions of leaders of soviety, men round whem
gathered, and ofien lawned, important industnalits sndd
influential business and professional men.  For the hrat
tme in ther lives many found thewr words had power, A
whole. highly organised machine was there to cafry out
their wishes. A great deal coulid be done direcily; for the
rest, indirect methods were often available. Accorchnaly,
quite & number of these new servanis of the public alio used
their positions 19 serve themselves. The prnewpal leades
ot the Cenire, particularly the Prime Mimster and the
President of the Congress, by prompi investigntion, banhe
ment from office i fit cases and other pumishment, could
have done a great deal 10 check this trend.  They chose
to ignore it completely then. and have not wroubled abeu
it particularly even later. ‘They saw hule teason, 100, lor
those in office not to follow, and even improve upon, the
standards of comfon and luzxury in hving of those whuse
place they 100k,

To acquire office thus became extremely important,
Novel avenues, most pleasing vistas, opened out 1 from
of the office-bearers.  Why, then, feli ambitious men jn
the party. should they not partake of its charms? Mol of
those already there were not superior 1o them intellectually
or moralty. Chance or accidenl, sometimes mere semonty,
had accounted for their inclusion. It was true that the
party’s coming to power had not left unaltered the postion
of such forward-looking men. Through the ministers many
had begun to excrcise conuderable influence in thew lorab.
ties. often to the public detriment and the benefit of thrm-
sclves and their fnends.  But why should they restney
themselves to that when they oo could have oifice? Also
mimiders, conscious of thew new power, would sometines
vefuse 10 do what was wanted, turn & deaf ear not only 1o
hints but even 1o open requests,  Well, then, they must be
taught a leson. And so faction appeared withm the
parnty, individuals first and then groups, sinving for their
own hands, agamst individuals and groups that had already
attained office and enjoyed s frute. I purty i, as Disrarly
said, organied public opmion, then faction in this sense s
organised self-interest.  Such self-interest may occamnnally
have regard for the public mierest. but primanly @ is con-
cerned with its own advaniage.
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Of faction at work within the Congress party, a good
cxample is the Mysore State, Here iime and agam, for
no public purpose at all but merely for self-assestion and
the serving of personal inlerests. groups fm_-n}. cpalesce.
attack, retreat, reattack, cause changes in ministerial per-
sonnel, overthrow existing and set up new ministries. Poli-
tical manoeuvring has become the main business of Congress
legislators and governments alike. Not that occasioqa_lly
the removal of a particular individual from the positicn
of minister is not very desirable in the public interest, but
that even in such cases, the real grounds for the ren}ov«::l
are personal rather than public. Similar situations exist 1n
many parts of the country, though they may not be carried
as far as in Mysore. Where faction is strong, lm;?arlfal
administration becomes difficult. Those in power are mclin-
ed to look at every action from the point of view of whether
or not it will maintain or increase their support. What
will not. even if called for otherwise, they will ry and
avoid. Enquiries into obvious misconduct by prominent
politicians when in office will be shelved as 1o delicate and
likely in their repercussions to upset the balance. Not to
govern well but to keep the Ministry alive becomes the
principa} objective of those in power: not to assist through
criticism as well as support in the obtaining and main-
tenance of good government but to make their way to power
becomes that of the factions.

The harmfulness of factions of this nature is evident.
But they cannol be got rid of, or perhaps even held m
check. unless the conditions which breed them are attered.
Some of the most significant are those which make the
Minister's post so attractive ty the vulgar mind, the trap-
pings that go with the office, the bungiow, the car etc,
The Minister should appear what he is, a public func-
tionary, He should Yive simply, a three bedroom flat at
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most being provided for him within easy distance from hi
office, to which, like the Swiss President, he should walk,
bicycle or catch a bus. The provision of a special, generally
large, car for him immediately puts him into an economse
class which is consistent neither with his background nor
his need to remain in close touch with the ordinary people,
Three or four cars for all the ministers in a State to be
used when visiting sites at a distance on official duty should
be enough. The ministers’ contacts with private indivi-
duals, industrialists, businessmen and others, and with off.
cials should be at their offices not at their homes, so that
there would be no occasion for the kind of obsequious levee,
deeply gratifying to some, now often found at ministerial
residences on many mornings and evenings each week. A
careful watch over the conduct of Ministers, so that any
devious operation for thetr own or their relatives' benefit
would immediately come 1o notice, and a willingness on
the part of the Prime Minister to have invesiigaied by an
independent tribunal any bopa fide complaints made by
responsible people, would also help to remind those aspiring
to office through faction that ministerships carried with them
responsibilities, duties and risks, not just, as is often
thought now. opportunities of enjoyment, profit and
patronage.

In 3o closely knit a party as the Congress, the real blame
for the wide prevalence of faction cannot be avoided by
the central authorities of the party, the President of the
Congress and the Prime Minister. Had both these been
vigilant throughout, insisted upon, and seen to, compliance
with proper standards by the State ministers, even more,
set an example of proper standards in respect of simplicity
of living and complete straightforwardness at the Centre.
faction would scarcely have become the problem it is.
Considering that the choice of Congress candidates ultima-
tely rests with the central Congress authority, that success
in elections often depends upon the prestige of the Congress
and the influence of the Prime Minister's name, to have
allowed faction to secure a strong hold in so many areas,

is proof both of lack of judgment and incapacity in action,

Faction is, of course, encouraged by the method of
collecting funds that the Congress employs. Unscrupulous
financiers and businessmen attempt to create lobbies of
influence for themselves by backing particular factions,
assisting them with contributions, which since they are the
Congress representatives in the area, they would seem
entitled to collect. Nothing in fact brings out so clearly
the difference between profession and practice in the Con-
gress as its reliance upon a comparatively few big business
men for its funds rather than upon small contributions from
a large number of pesple.  So far from realising and reme-
fiyins this, it proposes to make such collections easier for
itself by amending the company law to enable public com-
panies to make contributions to political parties. Such
contributions would presumably be regarcded as the expenses
of busiuess, so that in addition to the shareholdes, the public
tevenues would also suffer. And yet the Chief Minister
of a state, in which faction fortunately is not so strong
as in others. maintains that the Congress will establish
real Socialsm in the country. Depending upon and with
the funds of Big Business, presumably!?
‘ —"Opinion”

p———
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DELHI LETTER

India Fooled Again

From Owr Correspondeat

———

PRESIDENT Ayub Khan is evidently a statesman of
a high order. Before the ink was dry on the sig-
patures of the Canal Waters Agreement, he told a pubic
meeting at Muzaffarabad on October 6 that Pakistan’s
Anmy, as the defender of the country, could never arford
1o leave the Kashmir issue unsolved for an indehnite period.
That some such statement would come from him in due
course was expected, but that it would come so soon
after swallowing over Rs. 83 crores and the major portion
of the waters of our rivers, was not expecied even by cynics
who believe in the dictum that there is no generosity ia
polities. That wise saying President Ayub Khan has
again proved, as also the folly of our paying Rs. 83
crores to Pakistan for building its canals,

Unlike India Pakistan hat some shrewd policy-makers,
Our policies depend on the whims and fancies of a highly
emotional Prime Minister. Small wonder that they are
attended by disaster. Some people here are cynically in-
clined: to call that sum of Rs. 83 crores “conscience money”™
—payment for the guilty feeling we have in regard to
Kashmir, the feeling of guilt ansing from our failure to
fulfil the uncalled for offer of plebiscite there, One emo-
tional folly—for what was that offer if not an emotional
folly—succeeds another and passes for statesmanship,
while Pakistan is cashing in on it. Therc is no menton
anywhere of the Rs. 300 crores Pakistan owes us, Per-
haps it is considered ungentlemanly to remind our neighbour
of it. But we must go on paying Pakistan, with or without
any excuse, war or cease-fire. In the days of the
Nawabs of Oudh. Wajid Ali Shah in particular, it was
considered ungentlemanly for a Nawab to refuse requests
for loans, even though the Nawab, as vrual, was himsclf
heavily in debt. Mr. Nehru, coming from the same
territory, has doubtless inherited some of the salient quak-
ties of the Nawabs of Oudh. and the fact has generally
become pretty well-known. That explains how the Canal
Waters Treaty came to be signed. :

It is being recalled here that Mahatma Gandhi foreed
the Govenment of India by a fast unto death 10 pay Rs.
55 crores to Pakistan when the latter was invading India.
(After that, can any one seriously say that India con-
sidered thay to he an invasion or even aggression?) That
was much farther than any of the Nawabs of Oudh
have ever been reported to have gone, but then, of course,
they had pot attained the spiritual eminerice of the Mahatma
or his disciple, Mr. Nehru, Where the word of one man
is law and that man is a highly emotional individual,
out for self-glory, anything can be expected to 'happcn.
What has been happening in this country, since the
Gandhian era begap with the Khilafat movement, can only
be considered sheer lunacy—except on the basis that the
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sole aim of our leader has since 1920 all along been to
fsh in troubled waters tor the sake of personal glary.
All India got for her e, 83 crores was the “enthusiasiic”
if stage-managed reception of Mr. Nehru in Pakistan
with full-throated cres of “Nehru Zindabad”. It now
appears that those cries were bang utiered by the people
with their tongues in their cheeks,

U.P. CABINET IMBROGLIO

The Central Congress Parliamentary Hoard on October
18 adopled a resolution virtually granung penniaon to
Dr. Sampurnsnand to resign from the U, P. Chiet Minis-
tership, The resolution expressed regret thal circumstances
should have arisen which had induced the Chiet Miniaer
to offer his resignation, and placed on record s hugh
appreciation of Dr. Sampumanand’s work as Musister and
subsequently as Chief NMinister, and leht it to hie judumem
whether 1o resign or not.  The inewitalnlny of Dr. Sam-
pumanand'’s resignation was being recogniscd here, although
there is conmsiderable disagreement with hin contenhon that
a Chicf Minister has to resign because the Provincial Con-
gress Committee has clecied as its President a person whom
he did not favour for that office, The Central Parlinmen-
tary Board did not say so. but Mr. C. B. Gupia, the new
Presideat of the PCC, confirmed the rumaur on returning
1o Lucknow that the Congress High Command had ashed
him to become Chief Minister after rejecting several olher
names, Mr. Nehru it was wha decided that Mr. Gupma
should be Chief Minister i conformity with the principle
that power and responsibility should go trgether, But that
was an oversimphification of the problem, as is evident from
a meeling of all but iwo of the 28 members of the U. P,
Council of Ministers, which pledged itself on October 19
not 1o join a Ministry formed by Mr. Gupta, even if he
were clecied leader of the Legislature Pany,

The majority of the members of the U. P. Congrea
Patliamentary Party are for Dr. Sampurnanand. and if
they are as keen on keeping Mr. Gupta out, as he s on
coming in, his ambition is not likely to be fulfilled. Dy,
Sampurnanand can casily remain where he i, 11 10 nesther
constitutionally nor morally necessary for him to relinquidh
his ofice. That he i nevertheless bent on restumng nnly
shows his high moral stature,  Babu Punnhotiamelas
Tandon apart—and he is too old and ailing for the job
—there is no man in thay State who ¢an reach Dr. Sam-
pumanand's stature. and if the Conyrese High Command
had seriously comidered what that means in the rontex
of power politics, they would have tried their beu 10
persuade the doctor ol 1o prews his reugnation.  Bur My
Nehru's emotional and thaughtless intervention tumed the
scales in favour of Mr. Cupta, who does not command »
majority in the U. P. Congress Leqislature Puarty, and
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that is what matters more than the majority in the U.P.
Congress Committee. But the absence of lust for power
in Dr. Sampurnanand is a factor which may go in Mr.
Gupla's favour.

Myr. Gupta has been saying that his main interest lies
in giving strength to the Congress organisation in the state,
repair the damage caused to it by group politics and
generally prepare for the next elections. It was a very
broad hint to the Congress High Command that he was
the man for the office Dr. Sampurnanand wants to vacate.
He has undoubted organising ability but lacks the philo-
sophical temperament of Dr. Sampurnanand. He is
impetuous. His loyalties and his antagonisms are fierce,
and—it follows—he is toe much of a parly man. Such a
man cannot bring groups together, whatever he may say.
and whatever the Congress High Command may like to
believe, He has himself been defeated twice in contests
for the Legislative Assembly recently—once at the general
clection and then at a bye-clection when any oiher Con-
gressman would have succeeded, the reason being that
Congressman themselves and their friends worked for his
discomhuture in secret. e is much better as power behind
the throne than in power. It is reported that he had indi-
cated indirectly that he was prepared to go along with
Dr, Sampurnanand as a weighty colleague but not as an
insignificant President of the State Congress. Quite frankly
Dr. Sampurnanand did not like the weight he would
carry, for Mr. Gupta's frankness can be mischicvous without
his intending it. When the *‘National Herald™” was started
in the late thirties, Mr. Gupta and his friends used to call
it the “Saxena Herald,” the reference being to the Manag-
ing Director, Mr. Mohanlal Saxena. They had their
reasons and only a man devoid of all honesty would say
that they were unjustiied. But one thing appears certain.
If Mr. Gupta had the good of the state Congress at heast,
and nothing else, he would have persvaded Dr. Sampurna-
nand to stay on with all the emphasis at his command.
The learned doctor is with all his philosophical faults,
irreplaceable,

FEATHER ON SWATANTRA CAP

The Swatantza Party has certainly enhanced its reputa-
tion by the report now published of its Punjab Inquiry
Committee. The Commiltee consisted of a galaxy of
eminent men, with K. M. Munshi as its Chainman and
Mr. N, C. Chatterjee, Sardar Kartar Singh Campbellpun,
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a retired High Court Judge of Pepsu, and Mr. C. p
Agarwala, a retired High Court Judge of Allahabad,
among its members. The Committee found the Measurey
adopted by the Punjab Government in dealing with the
Alkali agitation to have been “excessive and indiscrimipate”
This judicial pronouncement rejected as unjustified the
contention that in the case of the “Save Hindi” agitation
the action taken by the Punjab Government was more
drastic. The Committee has come to the inescapable cop-
clusion that the general impression created in the mind of
the ordinary Sikh was that the object of the present demand
was to secure “a homeland for the Sikhs”, That being
so, how can the Akali leaders blame the non-Sikhs if that
is also their impression? In any case it is obvious that
nothing has been done by the Akalis to counter this impres.
sion among the Sikhs and it is therefore a case in which
silence can be interpretted as consent. Surely, the Akalis
cannot plead that they are unaware of the general impres-
sion created by their own speeches on the Sikhs in general,

The materials placed before the members of the Com-
mittee and their visits to gurudwaras left them in no doubt
that the gurudwaras, protected by religious sanctity, were
both “the backbone and the life-blood of the agitation” and
that the impression of the overwhelming mass of Hindus ia
the State was that the agitation was directed against
them. That the state of peace in Punjab is the result of
Hindu forbearance is borne out by the conclusion reached
by the Committee that the present agitation, though non-
violent and peaceful so far, is likely to have a prejudicial
effect on public order if at any stage the agilational activity
by the Akali Dal is met with a counter demonstration,

The Committee feels that the arrest of the whole siaff
of the "Akali” and “Prabhat” and the continued sealing
of the “Akash” and “Khalsa™ presses showed *‘the scant
regard in which the freedom of the Press is held by the
Punjab Government” and, referring to the provisions of
the Ordinance issued by the Punjab Government, comes
to the conclusion that *ut is difficult to come across such
a drastic law during normal times in any civilised country
which respects the rule of law.”

REAL MEANING OF CO-EXISTENCE

Disagreeing with the view that Soviet foreign policy had
changed after the death of Stalin, Professor Seton Watson
of London University said here the other day that Russian
leaders had always been and continued to be guided by
the same basic prnciples of Marxism-Leninism and their
aim to bring about a Communist revolution in the world
remained unchanged. To prove that the Russians still
adhered rigidly 1o this belief, Professor Watson referred
to the manifesto signed by 12 Communist countries in Nov-
ember 1957, in which this view was endorsed, He recal-
led that in the spring of 1958, the Yugoslavs aroused the
Russians’ wrath by stating that it was possible to bring
about Communism in a country peacefully and that the
revolution need not necessarily be sponsored by a Marxist
party.

According to the London Professor, a peaceful revolu-
tion was ane in which their opponents capitulated without
a struggle and were then exterminated, if necessary, with
violence, Quoting recent instances, he said that for the
Russians peaceful co-existence did not mean simultanecus

(Continued on page 18)
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Tit - Bits

NOTHING TO WORRY ABOUT

According to official estimates, food production this
year is not likely to exceed last year's low output. .

But this is a matter of little concern, as we have put
the burden of our food production on the
farmer, leaving us free 1o concentrate on building mare
and more steel plants to earn foreign exchange.

WEALTH OF IND

There is not the least doubt that India is the richest
country in the world. The price of gold is abowt Rs.
60 a tola in world markets; here it is about Rs. 140
a tola. A first class diamond weighing a carat will fetch
over Rs. 3500/~ in India, while its international prce in
London, Amsterdam or New 'York is not more than Rs.
2000/-. Tt is believed that people possessing both money

and foresight are buying gold and diamonds as a protection:
against the day when the paper rupee yill be practically

valueless due to excessive note-printing.

A MINOR MATTER

Some files were found to be missing from the Hydel
Division of Utter Pradesh’s State Electricity Board at
Roorkee.

Subsequently it was discovered that nearly 13 mauuds
(actually 12 maunds and 38 seers) of files had been sold
by office clerks as waste paper,

‘U.N. ASSEMBLY SICK & NEEDS
- TREATMENT

Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev said at a receplion
given by Prime Minister Nehru that the U.N. General
ﬁ:umbly was “sick™ and needed “‘treatment and a good

tor”".

“But by treatment,”
mean surgical treatment™,

_Contrary to report, Mr. Khrushchev did not invite Shri
Nchru to visit the Soviet Union and their conversation at
the reception was mainly concerned with drinks. When
Shri Nehru apologized for not having any vodka to ofter
to the Soviet Premier, Mr. answered, “Some
people think we pever do anything but drink =—but we
work. India haa a good anu-llcobohc tradition which
should be emulated........

Asked by a guest about the health of former Soviet
Defence Minister Manshal Zhukov who retired from public
life some time ago, Mr. Khrushchev said, **Marshal
Zhukov is very well, he docs not do much. He goes fishing
and hunting. We are very good friends -nd he was a very
good general.”

Mr. Khrushchev remained at the lndlln receplion only
aboul ten minutes,

The United States has made » gift of 1.500.000 pounds
of dried milk powder 10 India. Under an agreement signed
in Washington recently between the Governments of India
and the United States, the milk powder will be distributed
to the victims of floods in the state of Orissa,

lddvd. *I do pot mean a pill-

Did You Know. . ..

The remora fish, found gene-
rally throughout the world, is

called the “living fishhook”
because of its ability to attach
itself by suction to other 6sh
and hold on. By tying a line
to its tail, some fishermen
actually use the remora to catch
other fish. It often attaches
itself to sharks.

The African cobra can attack
prey without touching it. The
snake has the ability to tqum
venom in the eyes of a victim
from several feet away, blind-
ing it and rendering it helpless.
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The largest penal camp in the
world is located at Vorkuta
in northern Russia. Relisble
soumilz ;ﬂéznam there are mz
than : prisoners, guar
ed by 12.000 Red woldiers,
wortkng in 40 mins io
Vorkuta,
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(Continued from page 16) i
ssence with others, it only meant the peaceful capituialion
:?c:umries with different ideological beliefs to (_:ommu‘t.nsm.
For them peaceful co-existence was the same thing as ‘‘cold
war,” which meant that all means other than war are
to be used to spread the Russian sphere of influence. Rus-
sia. was, therefore, al permanent war with the non-Com-
munist world, in which all methods, including force, were

legitimated weapons to be used as conditions dictated.

Mr. Khrushchev recognised, he said, that a nuclear war
would be disastrous for Russia as well as other countnes.
This was a radical change from Stalin’s view that a war
would destroy only the Capitalist world. He also reminded
us that Russia no longer concentrated on countries on her
borders, and because of the emergence of the ne.wly inde-
pendent Asian and African countries—politically immalure,
he might have added—Soviei policy was no longer peni-
pheral but global. There was also, according to him, .thc
emergence of a more critical spirit in the country, particu-
larly among the younger generation, but “to identify Mr.
Khrushchev with the younger generation would be wrong
and dangerous.”

With the Chinese threatening “co-existence”” from the
north, there should be a grealer awareness of the Commumst
threat in the country, Fence the summing up above of
a remarkable address by Professor Seton Watson at the
Indian Council of World Affairs in New Delhi. He
might have given in_ brief the story of the rise of Mr,
Khrushchev. After the death of Staiin, there was nobody
automatically to take his place as Stalin did not believe
in 8 second man. Marshall Zhukov was the darling of
the people and the Russian Army, and Khrushchev had him
recalled from disgrace, He cultivated his friendship and
mouthed collective leadership to please him. After he had
finished all rivals with his help, he finished Marshal Khru-
shchev politically, as well as collective leadership. The
denunciation of Stalin was made to please Zhukov. There
is no other explanation for it,

Gleanings from the Press

NOTHING DOING TILL 1962
TRUTH ABOUT CONGRESS LEADERSHIP -

It is agreed among the Congress top leaders that as far
as possible no Ministry will be allowed io crumble nor will
any Chief Minister be encouraged or permitted to resign.
The Chief Minister of Orissa wanted to resign—the Con-
gress President frowned at his suggestion; the Chief Minis-
ter of Assam resigned—the Congress President would not
look at the letter; the Chief Minister of U.P. offered to
resign following the rout of his nominees in the U.P.C.C,
elections—the Congress President did not understand why
he should have thought of anything so foolish as that. If
there is any trouble in any State. some kind of agreement
will be brought about berween the clashing teams or the
rival groups, and Gl 1962, there should be no question
of any Congress Ministry being pulled down or any Chief
Minister being “let down™, For the matter of that, there
can be no acquiescence in attempts, in whatever quartiers,
to deprive even the Chief Minister of the Punjab, of his

THE INDIAN LIBERTARIAN

occupation. No, nothing doing ull 1962 for, wharever
happens, Congress energies cannot be exhausted in minor
exercises when the big election has got to be fought and
won. It seems that even the Plan can wait tll thea!

The High Command will meanwhile swallow anything
but dare not quell any mutiny in the regiment lest the worst
should happen and the Congress itself disappear from the
political map. It was a sight to see in U.P. persens
of consequence like Mr. Lal Bahadur Sastri and Hafiz
Mohammed Ibrahim (Cabinet Ministers to boot and High
Commanders too) going down in the party elections, and
the influence of Mr. Gobind Ballabh Pant waning so
spectacularly. But they will take it as cotherwise fate
might overtake the Congress. For the sake of the pany
at the next eletions, not much “‘fuss” will be made over
“trival™ things, for it is “absurd™ that the Congress should
be wiped out. Such is the psychology of Congress leaders.

Today one doesn’t much hear of the old idealist 1alk
of_ preferring defeat in a hundred elections 10 compro-
mising with principles or tinkering with policies. This is
hardly the time for fussing over political standards and
moral values; this is essentially the time for shielding every-
one and anything, for being able to muddie through the

general election in 1962, Exped: .
next—indeed Tast. pedicncy comes first, ethics

—Junius in “Swarajya’

News And Views

BOTH NEHRU AND ‘PRAVADA’
CORRESPONDENT DISPLEASED WITH
PRESS CRITICISM OF KHRUSHCHEV

In his latest Press Conference, Prime Minister Nehru
seemed to broadly agree wieh the ‘Pravda’ Correspondent
that the comments of “THE TIMES OF INDIA™ on
Mr. Khrusht:.hev's crude behaviour in the United Nations
and l.he Soviet policy were ‘harmful to Indo-Soviet rela-
tions. The_Times of India in its issue of October 24.
1960, referring to this strange attitude of Mr. Nehsu to-
\.nrards the freedom of the press editorially comments thus
‘By so elegantly advising us to ‘stew in its own juice,”
the Prime Minister has created the impression that our com-
ment was indeed harmful to this country’s rejations with
the Soviet Union, and futhermore refrained from challeng-
jng the Russian journalists” assumption that even in a demo-
cracy, Government has a right to interfere and influence the
views of an independent newspaper. That the Soviet Union
Sh?l-.lld be_disp]eased. simply because Mr. Khrushchev was
criticised is no eccasion for any surprise: that the Indian
ane_Mmister should publicly associate himself with what
is obviously a cold war attitude, is most disturbing and
bewildering."”

{The Prime Minister in his turn will be surely bewilder-
ed 1o see that Indian public opinion does nol fully appre-
ciate, as it should, his supreme efforls to turn our Demo-

cracy info the “Peoples’ Democracy” with the help and
goodwill of Russia—FEd.)
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NIXON'S PLAN TO MEET COMMUNIST
THREATS

SERIES OF WESTERN SUMMIT MEE
SUGGESTED TINGS

Los Angeles: Vice-Presidemt Richard Ni vd
night that if elected President, he would muim: :riu'.:;
Western Summit mectings (o meet the “'threatening bluster”
and “bullying tactics” of the Communist leaders,

*The Communist leaders, with their rude and threates;
conduct at the current Genenal Assembl; .:I:nmint:.. tlt::r‘:
shown a pattern of intent reminiscent of Hitler and Mussolini
poior to Munich,” Mr. Nixon seid. .

“The same threatening bluster, the same bullying tactics
are designed to frighten the free mations into plying“ln
unpaysble price for a phantom peace. This time the price
is Communist domination of the United Nations itself.

"l say to the Communist Teaders that the free nations
will not be intimidated. There is to be no new Musich. ., .
“To help chart the course ahead I make a propasa) 10-
night for a series of regiona) conferences of States—a
bringing together of the heads and leaders of Government
dd.‘}l\s"h frec nations of Eurcpe, Latin America, Africa
an ia.

“These eonfuma woulns have as their objectives, iyt
the .s!rengthenmg of the peaceful mission of the United
Nations, and second the strengthening of the free nations—
politically, economically, socially and militanly.

TORIES CONFIDENT OF POWER FOR
10 YEARS

London, Oct. 16: With their main opposition shattered
abd split by internal dissension, the Conservatives who
defeated Labour in three elections in & Tow are now con-
fident of power for at least another decade.

This i# the impression that has been left by the Conser-
vative conference which was wound up yesterday by a
supremely self-assured Macmillan.

It is true that the speakers at the conference studiowly
ided crowing over the Labour debacle, but they could

avoi

herdly conceal their certainty sbout the immediate future.

It was as if they were "'savouring the satisfaction of the
half-consious assumption,” as The Times put it, that the
Co!uervalive Party has a prescriptive right to supply the
Dation’s

MOSCOW LINE REJECTED
WEST BENGAL REDS

SILENT OVER CHINESE AGGRESSION

Caicutta, Oct, 24: The West Bengal unit of the Com
munist Party of India has rejected the Moscow line m
the ideological controversy now rocking the Commaunist world
by 67 votes to 10, it is relisbly learat.

Support for Mr. Khrushchev's theory of permanent co-
existence came, oddly enough, from the one-time Jeader of
the extremist group, Mr. Somnath Lahiri, and two M.P.s,
Mrs. Renu Chakravartty and Mr., Inderjit Gupts.
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The official resolution adopted on Friday last followi
. M o m
a l_hm-day‘ hcal?'d ducussion condemns Mr. Kheushchev fot
right dﬂmuon i mterpreting the Warsaw document,
but it remains silent over Chinese aggression agamst [ndia,

The nso!nliol was undersiood to have been piloted by
3 C.P.L Central Committce member, Mr. Harckrshne
Kongar, who has just selumed alter attending the Come
mumst Party Congress of North Vit Nam at Lao Dang.
where he was reported 10 have met 1op Chinese leaders.,

Letter to the Editor

THE BETTER WAY

Madam.

With due respect io the representatives of the five
“neutralin® nations, Indin, lndonesia, Ghana, Yugmslavia
and the United Arab Republic it is possible 10 hold that
their reselution secking the unammous support of the
General Asembly of the United Nations 1o call for a
mecting of the American Premndent and the Soviet Prenner
is misconceived. It would be & miracle if they met, and
s greater miracle if they sgreed on the problems that now
divide them. Miracles may yet happen but the Unied
Nations may not bank on them. N such resclution was
necessary 1o persunde, say. the Britnh Prime Minsster to
meet the American Prosident and the Sovier Premier,  The
Five Nations have already written to the Presidemt and
the Premier requesting them to renew their broken contacty,
The endorsement of the United Nations General Asembly
is imended 10 exert maximum moral force of world opnion
on them for the purpose. and make #t ditfcult for either of
them 1o refuse to tmeet. 1F the purpose was merely to break
the ice and bring about a physical meetng, the neutrahst
Five may have mvited the American Presidemt and the
Soviet Premier to a dinner,

‘The meeting of the two is at best & means to the end.
namely, resching agreemenis on the problems enmaying
the United Nations. namely, disarmament, Congo, the Secre-
tary General, elc. ‘I he neutralnt Five would do better
if they formulated defnito solutions on ments for the
problerns and sought the support of the General Asembly
of the United Nations.  1f any member chinsented. hie would
put himself morally in the wrong, as delying warld public
opinion. It is more dignifed as well as appropnaie for tix
General Assembly 10 suggest solutions for the world job-
lems and exert its moral authority for their accepiance,
than 1o request & personal meeting between the American
) and the Soviet Premier, for the solutions concern
the whole world and not only the two, bowever militanly
powerful they may be. L is undeurable, even if il were
possible, that America and Soviet Ruswia should come 1o
an agreement between themselves and impose it on the rent
of the world. Moral sanctions snd sanonal solutions o

not Test on armaments.

B.ng‘hn _P. Ku’.d. R“
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DUNCAN ROAD FLOUR MILLS

Have you tried the Cow Brand flour manufactured by the Duncan Road
Flour Mills? Prices are economical and only the best grams are
ground. The whole production précess is automatic, untouched by

band and hence our produce is the cleanest and the most sanitary.
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